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Politics

‘I DID IT MY WAY’

T
he Democratic Alliance (DA)

has increased its parliamentary

representation from seven in

1994 to 67 in this year’s election.

That’s a rise of almost 1 000%, a

spectacular performance by any stan-

dards. Of course, like the African Na-

tional Congress (ANC), the former

Democratic Party swallowed a few

erstwhile National Party members

(and others) along the way. 

Especially interesting about the rise

in support for the DA — from 1.7%

of the total vote in 1994 to 16.7% this

year — is that it occurred despite the

hostility of much of the media to the

party. The stances taken and the style

adopted by the former leader, Mr

Tony Leon, and the current leader, Ms

Helen Zille, were often harshly criti-

cised. It’s almost as if their success

was built on listening to what the

media advised and then doing the

opposite.

In particular, Mr Leon was accused

of being too confrontational. But the

rise of the DA and the decline of other

opposition parties shows that nearly a

fifth of the electorate are comfortable

with a robust opposition. Ms Zille’s

‘stop Zuma’ slogan before the recent

poll suggests that she too will not shy

away from being tough, no matter

what members of the commentariat in

the Fourth Estate think.

Ms Zille has recently been in hot

water with the Fourth Estate all over

again, partly for not adhering to de-

mographic proportionality and gender

‘representivity’ in the appointment of

her executive council in the Western

Cape. She is likely to be proved right

once again, however. 

Government at all levels in South

Africa is in such a mess that the

country cannot afford to make execu-

tive appointments except on merit.

Even with the sabotage she will

face from the ANC, she is likely to

run a better administration than

provinces or departments whose poli-

tical and other executives are chosen

for quota, factional, or deployment

purposes.

Ms Zille is to be particularly

commended for applying the liberal

principle of individual merit at a

time when so few people are

willing to question political correct-

ness in the form of racial and gender

quotas. Her example, it is to be

hoped, will inspire others also to

ignore the requirements of political

correctness.  

That the ruling party applies the

new ideology of racial and gender

‘representivity’ is bad enough. That

so much of business and the media

has so uncritically bought into it is

alarming. — John Kane-Berman

T
hough she continues to be vociferously attacked, Helen

Zille is to be commended for putting merit before race or

sex in the appointment of her Western Cape executive

council.

European Union
South African

Institute of
Race Relations
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A CORPORATE SUBSCRIPTION includes the full suite of

services offered by the Institute:

Hard–copy publications

• The annual South Africa Survey (up to ten copies). The Survey
is a 700-page statistical reference work on every area of the

country’s socio-economic development. Made up of statistical

tables and charts, the Survey tracks trends over time and offers

forecasts where available. It also contains international

comparisons and limited analysis. 

• Monthly Fast Facts (up to ten copies). Fast Facts is a monthly

bulletin providing analysis of key development and policy

indicators. It is designed to be read quickly by busy people.

Fast Facts also tracks 170 socio-economic indicators in each

issue. 

Online and e-publications

• South Africa Survey Online both on the internet and via email.

The Survey Online publishes each of the eight hard copy

Survey chapters as a stand-alone publication in PDF, Excel,

and Google Spreadsheets. 

• Fast Facts Online on the internet and via email to an unlimited

mailing list of your staff and employees.  This is the e-version

of the hard copy Fast Facts.

• Fast Facts Analysis, a monthly analytic report on the key

economic and development indicators in Fast Facts, and

authored by the Institute CEO, it is emailed with Fast Facts
exclusively to Corporate Subscribers.  

• Employee access to all the above via your company intranet.

If you have a fixed IP address direct access to the Institute’s

website, without the need for passwords, is provided.

Research, training, and policy services

• Access to the Institute’s Resource Centre and Library
Information Service. This includes a facility to submit data or

information queries for answer within 24 hours.  The Resource
Centre tracks and updates files on over 1 200 political, social,

and economic subject headings daily. It is the best current

affairs library in South Africa. 

• The South African Mirror briefing for your staff or clients at

your offices. This hour long ‘state of the nation’ briefing takes

a critical look at the state of South Africa and offers forecasts

and analysis of where the country is heading.   

• Informal access to Institute research experts. 

• In-house training for your staff on how to use the Institute’s

publications and services on request. 

Networking and events

• Invitations to the annual public South African Mirror briefing

• Invitations to other Institute briefings (+ two free seats to any

event usually charged for)

Your dedicated customer service agent is Anelda Schreuder, head

of marketing, and you can contact her at 011-492-0600 ext. 2031

or Anelda@sairr.org.za

BUSINESS SUBSCRIBERS receive the following benefits and

services: 

Hard-copy publications

• The annual South Africa Survey (up to four copies). 

• Monthly Fast Facts (up to four copies). 

Online and e-publications

• South Africa Survey Online and by email.

• Fast Facts Online and by email. 

Other services

• Six hours of access to the Library Information Service. 

• Invitations to the public South African Mirror briefing. 

• Employee access to all the above  via your company intranet.

If you have a fixed IP address direct access to the Institute’s

website, without the need for passwords, is provided.

• Invitations to other Institute briefings.

• In house briefings on request and cost of R5 000.

Your dedicated customer service agent is Sherwin Van Blerk,

customer service representative, and you can contact him at

011-492-0600 ext. 2031 or Sherwin@sairr.org.za

The South African Institute of Race Relations is the leading independent research and policy organisation in

South Africa. Established in 1929, the Institute has a proud record of conducting and publishing cutting edge

research and policy critiques. The Institute publishes widely on education, the economy, business, employment,

crime, demographics, health, welfare, and politics. Most material published is based on hard factual data and not

on the personal opinions of the authors. The Institute considers a uniquely wide spectrum of factors that contribute

to the current state of South Africa. The factual foundation of our work allows us to deliver informed comment

about government policy proposals and legislation. The Institute today therefore plays a dual role — both tangible

and intangible. We provide the best data and analysis on almost every area of South Africa’s development. We in

turn use that expertise as a foundation upon which to promote South Africa’s success. 

Our research is made available through our subscriber base, which was recently overhauled and restructured.

South Africa’s leading research and policy organisation

The eight municipalities in the municipal outreach project receive most of the services offered by the Institute,

through funding from the Institute, the European Union, and the Friedrich Naumann Foundation for Liberty.

ASSOCIATE SUBSCRIBERS receive the following benefits and

services: 

Hard-copy publications

• One copy of the annual South Africa Survey. 

• Monthly Fast Facts (one copy).  

Other services

• Invitations to briefings and events. 

Associate subscribers are registered NPOs or PBOs or educational

facilities.

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS receive the following benefits and

services: 

Hard-copy publications

• Monthly Fast Facts (one copy).

Other services

• Invitations to briefings and events.

AGM of Members: Notice of Meeting
The Annual General Meeting of members of the South

African Institute of Race Relations will be held at the Rand

Club, Mvela Room, Second Floor, 33 Loveday Street,

Johannesburg, at 4.30pm on Monday 13th July 2009 to

consider the auditor’s report and the audited financial

statements for the financial year ended 31st December 2008,

appoint auditors for 2009, fix the auditors’ remuneration,

consider the annual report of the Chief Executive, and elect

the Board of Directors.

Enquiries: Mrs Susi Eusman, telephone (011) 492-0600,

e-mail ceo@sairr.org.za
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Government

Jacob Zuma’s government is likely to continue the Mbeki government’s

harmful interventionist policies.

M
r Trevor Manuel, as the
quote below shows, is a
realist about planning.

Who better then to put in charge of
the new National Planning Commis-
sion?

President Jacob Zuma says Mr
Manuel will not be responsible for
formulating economic policy. This
job has gone to Mr Ebrahim Patel,
with Mr Rob Davies at trade and
industry responsible for imple-
mentation. These two appointments
to the Cabinet are on the face of it a
victory for the dirigistes — those
who want an interventionist State.
(It is not helpful to describe them as
Left because there are just as many
on the Right: George W Bush
greatly extended the scope of the
American federal government.) 

Their appointment further implies
that the role of the National Treasury
in formulating economic policy will
be diminished. 

The new finance minister, Mr
Pravin Gordhan, emphasises con-
tinuity. But there are a few riders
here. One is that Parliament has
already passed legislation empower-
ing MPs to tamper with the budget.
The second is that Mr Manuel’s
achievements in reducing the budget
deficit are already at risk given
rising social spending and a likely
decline in tax revenues. The third is
that Mr Gordhan is willing to re-
assess the 3%-6% inflation target.

Mr Gordhan’s appointment has
been welcomed as a sign that fiscal
and monetary policy will remain
unchanged. If so, the scope of Mr
Patel’s ministry may be limited.
However,  much of the positive
response from business and other

commentators to the new Cabinet
overlooks the firmly embedded
structural trends towards a much
more interventionist — dirigiste —
economy that began several years
ago. 

The risk is less that fiscal and
monetary policy will be thrown to
the winds than that the private sector
will be subject to more regulation
and bureaucracy — and the
attendant corruption, arbitrariness,
and delay.

Greater regulation of private
health care is on the way. Plans for a
national retirement fund are in the
pipeline. As the next article shows,
these kinds of interventions can have
all sorts of unintended, and harmful,
consequences.  

Then there is industrial policy,
also replete with harmful conse-
quences. Policy for the fabric sector
(quotas against Chinese imports) has
done serious damage. The motor
industry policy keeps car prices
high. Telecommunications policy
keeps up prices in that sector. The
cheap electricity policy led to major
power shortages and lost mining
output.

A country with vast reserves of
coal has to ration electricity!

We now face more interventions,
some at the behest of Luthuli House.
The African National Congress
(ANC), having already set up a state
diamond trader, wants to set up a
state mining company. There has
been talk of state-owned pharma-
ceutical and shipbuilding compa-
nies.

This makes Mr Manuel’s role
intriguing. Will he be able to stop
such grandiose nonsense? Or has he

effectively been
pushed sideways
or kicked up-
stairs? 

Governments,
like businesses,
need good plans.
South Africa
could do with
some proper plans
to combat crime,
rescue public
health care, and

fix public schooling. Why this can-
not be done by able line ministers
has not been explained. But it
suggests that the Zuma government
and the ANC have something more
ambitious in mind — a suspicion
reinforced by the appointments of
Messrs Patel and Davies, protec-
tionists both.

More interventions risk more
harm. The more planners and gen-
eral policy-making ministers there
are, the more plans we will get and
the more mistakes there will be. 

This is not because of any defect
in the ANC, though its deployment
policy, corruption, and incompe-
tence make matters worse. It is
because planning involves making
assumptions about the future and
betting real money on those
assumptions. When entrepreneurs
do this and get things wrong they
can quickly close down the failed
b u s i n e s s
and try
something
else. They
lose only
their own
and their shareholders’ money.
When over-ambitious governments
get things wrong they find it
extremely difficult to change course,
no matter what the cost to the public.
Even the most experienced scenario
builders — such as Mr Clem Sunter
— seldom go beyond the ‘What if?’
stage. 

The best industrial policy is not
to have an industrial policy per se.
Rather the role of the State is to
provide essential public infra-
structure — especially roads, rail-
ways, and harbours — and then
create a policy environment that
fosters risk-taking and investment
by the private sector. The formula is
globally known: robust competition,
low taxes, protection of property
rights, decent public education and
health care, liberal immigration
laws, the rule of law, regulation only
where absolutely essential, low
crime, and policy predictability. *
This and the next two articles
were written by the Institute’s
CEO, John Kane-Berman.

Danger: men planning

RISK
ANALYSIS

WHAT NOW?
• ‘The State must play a central and strategic role by directly

investing in underdeveloped areas and directing private
sector investment’ — Polokwane resolution, December
2007

• ‘I think we need to be circumspect about our expectations
of what government can do’ — Eskom CE Jacob Maroga,
January 2008

• ‘We need to disabuse people of the notion that we will have
a mighty powerful development State capable of planning
and creating all manner of employment’ — Trevor Manuel,
October 2008



Government
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R
eckless lending, extravagant
spending, excessive liqui-
dity, and the push by the

Clinton White House to extend
home-ownership have been blamed
for the second worst economic
crisis to afflict the world in the last
100 years. Those few people —
notably Professor Nouriel Roubini
— who warned of the consequences
of the deadly mix of poor policy
and worse regulation were laughed
off. Notoriously, even the ratings
agencies failed to bark.

Not all poor polices have
catastrophic global consequences.
But for their victims they can still
be deadly: how many people in
poor countries have died of malaria
as a result of the cruel ban on DDT

( n o t
enforced by
S o u t h
A f r i c a ) ?
How much
growth has

China forfeited because its one-
child policy promoted the abortion
of female foetuses and thereby
distorted both the age and the sex
structure of its population, so that
China will find itself short of
younger workers? 

South Africa in the last fifteen
years has made some sound policy
choices, most notably the decision
to cut the budget deficit. Though
unpopular in some circles, this was
easy to do and has had the desired
consequences. We have also made
the sound policy choice not to
promote bio-fuels, whose subsidisa-
tion in the US and elsewhere helped
push up food prices. 

But we have also made some
poor choices and enacted some bad
legislation. For example: 

• Mining legislation has retard-
ed investment and caused us to lose
out on the recent global commo-
dities boom;

• The establishment of a state
diamond trading company restrict-
ed the supply of stones to the local
cutting and polishing industry,

leading to workshop closures and
job losses;

• Legislation to control medi-
cine prices has contributed to
factory closures and job losses in
the pharmaceutical industry, while
also putting independent pharma-
cies out of business and so reducing
both competition and consumer
choice;

• The closure of nursing col-
leges has caused shortages of
nurses in both the public and the
private sector;

• The imposition of restrictions
on Chinese imports has helped to
undermine both the textile and the
clothing industry in South Africa;

• The closing down of the
commandos has jeopardised secu-
rity on farms;

• The removal of the army from
border control has allowed illegal
immigrants to flow into the country
unchecked as the police have been
an ineffective replacement;

• The shutting down of detec-
tive units has undermined the
ability of the police force to catch
criminals; 

• The removal of scarce (white)
skills from local government has
handicapped the ability of a great
many municipalities to provide
proper services; and

• The introduction of ill-
conceived land reform polices has
undermined commercial farming
and set up many of the supposed
beneficiaries of land reform for
failure.  

Some of these mistakes have
been admitted by the Government,
which, for example, promised to
amend the mining legislation to
make it more investor-friendly. The
new police minister is talking of
sending the army back to the
borders. The previously inhuman
policy on AIDS is also being
changed.

AIDS aside, nowhere have the
effects of poor choices been as far-
reaching as in education. Notably:

• The abandonment of the

apprenticeship system and the
imposition of the costly and largely
ineffective sector education and
training authorities (Setas) have
exacerbated the skill shortage the
country inherited from the apartheid
system;

• ‘Outcomes based education’
has prejudiced schoolchildren be-
cause teachers were never properly
prepared to teach it, whatever it
might be;

• The packaging-out of white
teachers has aggravated the
shortage of qualified teachers;

• The closure of scores of
teacher training colleges — a
decision attacked last year by Mr
Jacob Zuma — has made that situa-
tion worse;

• The removal of disciplinary
powers from school principals has
helped to render many schools
unsafe; 

• The introduction of no-fee
schools has caused a flight from
such schools and undermined their
viability; and

• The enforced merger of
various tertiary institutions has
created so many problems that the
academic standards and educa-
tional output of some of these
institutions have been jeopardised.  

The outgoing education minis-
ter, Ms Naledi Pandor, has even
admitted to the ‘unintended con-
sequences’ of what she once sug-
gested might turn out to be ‘careless
experimentation’ in the education
system. The new higher education
minister, Mr Blade Nzimande, has
suggested undoing some of the
tertiary mergers. 

Even the best-laid plans may
have undesirable unintended con-
sequences. But in many of the
examples above, warnings were
simply ignored. One way of mini-
mizing the risk of such mistakes in
future is for Parliament to establish
a proper procedure for assessing the
likely impact of legislation before
enactment, as set out in the next
article.*

RISK
ANALYSIS

T
he unintended — and sometimes predictable — consequences of poor

legislation and policy choices can be horrendous, in South Africa and

elsewhere.

Disasters in the making
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Government

IMPACT ASSESSMENT

Parliament should ensure that it
develops the necessary skills and
capacity (both among Members of
Parliament and staff) to effectively
monitor the impact of legislation,
both before and after its adoption.

The Panel recommends that an
Impact Assessment Report on the
likely impact of each bill should be
attached when the bill is tabled in
Parliament. The Executive should
be required to undertake such
assessments before the bill is
tabled in Parliament. This report:
1. Must examine the relevant and
likely budgetary, financial, eco-
nomic, administrative, social,
gender, environmental and other
impacts if the bill in question is
enacted;
2. Should further explain clearly
the scope of any law-making and
other powers being delegated to
ministers or officials, and why it is
thought necessary to delegate;
3. Should also clearly set out the
criteria in terms of which any
discretionary powers are to be
exercised; and
4. Should summarise all submis-
sions (written and oral) from
outside bodies regarding the bill
and contain the department’s
response to each of these sub-
missions. The parliamentary com-
mittee processing the bill should in
turn respond to all submissions
made to it.

The impact of legislation must
also be monitored after its
enactment. Such monitoring by
Parliament must consider inter
alia: unintended consequences of
legislation, failure by the Execu-
tive or other organs of state to take
required actions in response to
legislation, and the extent to which
the objectives and implementation
targets of legislation is achieved.

Careful consideration must be
given to cost, administrative and
other implications of legislation
before enactment in order to assess
the feasibility of implementing
legislation.

The objectives and impleme-
ntation targets of legislation
should be clearly expressed in
order to facilitate Parliament’s role
in monitoring the impact of
legislation.’’

‘‘

P
arliament should do more homework before

passing laws. The adoption of a policy re-

quiring this should lead to better legislation

and more successful implementation of all aspects

of policy.

Look before you legislate

T
he new Speaker of the
National Assembly, Mr Max
Sisulu, was a member of a

panel appointed at the end of 2006
by one of his predecessors, Ms
Baleka Mbete, to assess the per-
formance of Parliament*.

A key recommendation of the
panel was that Parliament make
much more effort to monitor the
impact of legislation. This would
entail considering the likely impact
of legislation before enactment as
well as the actual impact after
enactment. Another key proposal
was that Parliament exercise more
rigorous supervision of delegated
legislation (see box on the
left).

Legislation, 99% of which
emanates from the Cabinet, is the
legal incarnation of policy. 

Passing laws is easy, imple-
menting them more problematic.
Capacity may be lacking, or there
may be unintended consequences
(as the article opposite shows).
Legislation may not even have been
costed properly: AIDS activists who
testified to the panel complained
that national health legislation had
been enacted without proper atten-
tion to budgetary implications; the
lack of resources meant that the law
was but a ‘wish list’.

Before enactment by Parliament
itself, legislation usually passes
through one or another of the
committees set up to monitor each
cabinet portfolio. The committees
are supposed to invite public
comment on draft legislation and
hear testimony or receive submis-
sions from interested parties.

The implication of the panel’s
recommendations is that a minister
introducing a bill should attach to it
not only the usual memorandum
explaining its objectives, but also a
report setting out its likely financial,
administrative, and other conse-
quences. In addition, the report
should summarise all written and
oral submissions about the bill to the
department or portfolio committee

responsible. The report should
further include the department’s
response to all submissions. Mem-
bers of Parliament (MPs) would
then be better informed before
enacting the bill. Press and
public would likewise be better
informed .

The panel proposed as well that
reports attached to bills empower-
ing ministers to issue regulations
(‘delegated legislation’) should
explain exactly what powers are
being delegated and why. Em-
powering ministers in this way is
often necessary as Parliament
cannot always deal with the detail
involved. It is nevertheless risky
because it removes law-making
from public
scrutiny.

Subsequent
to enactment,
all legislation
should be mo-
nitored to assess whether it is
achieving the desired objectives.
Unintended consequences should
also be identified.

A proper system of prior and
subsequent impact assessment
would involve greater diligence on
the part of many MPs. It would also
necessitate increasing the research
staff available to MPs and the
various committees, which were
among the other recommendations
of the panel. A further requirement
is that more attention is given by
committees to the submissions they
receive. The panel heard complaints
from various organisations in civil
society that their submissions were
not properly considered.

Not dealt with by the panel, but
obviously also relevant, is that
Parliament should be a proper
law-making body and not merely a
sub-committee doing the bidding of
the headquarters of the African
National Congress (ANC) in Luthuli
House.
* Professor Sipho Seepe and John

Kane-Berman were both mem-

bers of the panel.

POLICY
FOCUS
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T
his issue of Fast Facts presents a comparative report on the state of

the nine provinces in South Africa. Various socio-economic indicators

are used to create rankings of how the provinces fare when compared

to one another in the following areas: demographics, the economy, education,

health, living conditions, and crime. Although the provinces face common

challenges, they all have different strengths and weaknesses. Furthermore,

certain common trends are apparent. 

Highs, lows, ups and downs, and best and worst

Economies

I
n 2007, the best performing

provincial economies were

Gauteng, KwaZulu-Natal, and

the Western Cape. These pro-

vinces had growth rates of 5.7%

for both Gauteng and the Western

Cape, and 5.2% in KwaZulu-

Natal. The provincial economies

of Gauteng, KwaZulu-Natal, and

the Western Cape contributed

33.5%, 16.2%, and 14.5% res-

pectively to national gross domes-

tic product (GDP). 

(The 2007 figures are the latest

provincial breakdowns available.)

Together these three provinces

therefore made up almost two-

thirds of national GDP at 66%,

meaning that the other six

provinces combined contributed

only 34% to national GDP. 

The financial and business

sector contributed the most to the

gross geographic product (GGP)

of both the Western Cape and

Gauteng, at 27% and 22% res-

pectively. Manufacturing made

the second highest contribution to

both these provinces, at 20% for

Gauteng, and 16% for the Western

Cape. 

In KwaZulu-Natal, the manu-

facturing sector contributed the

most to the provincial economy, at

22%. The financial and business

sector was second, at 17%. 

Trade was the third largest

sector for all three provinces at

15% for the Western Cape, and

12% each for Gauteng and

KwaZulu-Natal. 

These three provinces (in the

first quarter of 2009) had the

lowest official unemployment

rates of all provinces, with the

Western Cape having the lowest

official unemployment rate at

18%, following by Gauteng at

22%, and KwaZulu-Natal at 23%.

These three provinces also had

the highest average annual house-

hold incomes of R147 648 in the

Western Cape, R142 935 in

Gauteng, and R93 211 in Kwa-

Zulu-Natal. 

The three provinces mentioned

above also had the highest levels

of economic activity, as shown by

their growth rates and con-

tributions to national GDP. These

provinces were also more

successful than others in

absorbing people into jobs, as

their unemployment rates were

lowest. 

HIV/AIDS
In 2009, KwaZulu-Natal had

the highest proportion of all

provincial populations that was

HIV positive, at 16%. In compari-

son, the Western Cape had the

lowest proportion of the provin-

cial populations that was HIV

positive, at 6%. 

The health indicators of both

these provinces were affected by

the number of HIV infections.

KwaZulu-Natal had the worst

adult and under-five mortality

rates in South Africa, at 72 and 88

respectively. KwaZulu-Natal also

had the lowest estimated life

expectancy of all provinces, at 43

years in 2010. 

By 2010, it is estimated that

HIV/AIDS will cause 58% of all

deaths in KwaZulu-Natal — the

highest of all provinces.

In comparison, the Western

Cape had the best health indica-

tors of all the provinces. Its adult1

and under-five2 mortality rates

were 38 and 37 respectively, and

the Western Cape had the highest

life expectancy in the country at

an estimated 60 years in 2010. 

In comparison to the high

levels in KwaZulu-Natal, HIV/

AIDS would cause 29% of all

deaths in the Western Cape in

2010 — the lowest proportion in

the country.

The above suggests that

provincial health indicators are to

a great extent determined by the

number of HIV/AIDS infections

in the province. Of all the chal-

lenges that face provincial health

departments, controlling the effect

of the HIV/AIDS pandemic is

central to improving the lives, and

life span, of their people.

Services
In 2007, the three least

urbanised provinces were Lim-
popo, Mpumalanga, and the
Eastern Cape, with 10%, 38%,
and 39% of the population living
in urban areas respectively. 

These three provinces, particu-
larly the Eastern Cape, all had the
worst service delivery indicators
in 2007.
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In the Eastern Cape, the pro-

portion of households with access

to water in their dwelling, off site,

or on site was 73% — the lowest

proportion of households in the

country with access to this service

— while 24% of households still

used the bucket system. 

Limpopo and Mpumalanga

also had some of the worst

indicators, with a respective 83%

and 89% of households having

access to water in their dwelling,

off site, or on site. Some 11% of

households in Limpopo still used

the bucket system. This is

compared to the Western Cape

and Gauteng, where a respective

99.5% and 98% of households

had access to water in their

dwelling, off site, or on site.  

The Eastern Cape also had the

lowest proportion of households

that used electricity for lighting

— at 66%. Limpopo and Mpuma-

langa once again had some of the

worst indicators, with a respective

81% and 82% of households

using electricity for lighting. In

comparison, 94% of households

in the Western Cape used elec-

tricity for lighting. 

It is evident that people living

in more rural provinces still

receive the worst delivery of

services.

Education
There are two aspects to take

into account when looking at

education in South Africa: the

level of education, as measured

by the proportion of educated

people living in each province

with degrees; and the standard of

the education system, as measur-

ed by the matric and university

entrance pass rates in each

province. 

In 2007, the Western Cape and

Gauteng had the highest propor-

tions of people with education. In

the Western Cape, only 3% of the

population had no education,

while in Gauteng this figure was

at 4%. The Western Cape also had

the highest proportion of the

population over 15 years that was

literate, at 97%, followed by

Gauteng at 94%. 

These two provinces also had

the highest proportions of the

population that held a degree or

higher, at 6% for Gauteng, and

5% for the Western Cape. 

The same two provinces also

had the highest matric and univer-

sity entrance pass rates. In the

Western Cape, the 2008 matric

pass rate was 78%, followed by

Gauteng at 76%. The university

entrance pass rate for 2008 was

33% in the Western Cape,

followed by 31% in Gauteng.

These two provinces both had

large economies, the two highest

average annual incomes in the

country, and the lowest un-

employment rates.

In comparison, the provinces

with the least educated popu-

lations were Limpopo, Mpuma-

langa, and the Eastern Cape.

Limpopo and Mpumalanga had

the highest proportions of the

population with no education, at

18% and 15% respectively. These

two provinces also had the lowest

proportions of the population

older than 15 that were literate —

82% for Mpumalanga and 83%

for Limpopo. 

These three provinces had the

lowest matric and university

entrance pass rates in 2008. The

Eastern Cape had the lowest

matric pass rate, at 51%, followed

by Mpumalanga at 52%, and

Limpopo at 54%. Limpopo and

Mpumalanga both had a univer-

sity entrance pass rate of 13%,

followed by the Eastern Cape at

14%.

These three provinces had the

worst service delivery indicators

of all the provinces, as already

mentioned. They also had the

lowest average annual household

incomes in the country, at

R75 487 for Limpopo, R76 651

for the Eastern Cape, and

R80 727 for Mpumalanga.  

Crime 
There seems to be a connection

between the crime experienced by

each province, and the average

income of the households living

in that province. 

In Limpopo, the province with

the lowest average annual house-

hold incomes, crime rates were at

their lowest. This was true for the

murder, rape, aggravated robbery,

residential burglary, and motor

vehicle theft rates, at a respective

13, 52, 45, 220, and 23 per

100 000 people. 

In comparison the province

with the highest average annual

household income, the Western

Cape, had the worst rates for:

murder, business burglary, and

residential burglary at a respective

59, 220, and 876 per 100 000

people. Between 1994 and 2008,

the Western Cape’s murder,

aggravated robbery, and residen-

tial burglary rates increased the

most out of all provinces.

By March 2009 the Western

Cape had the second highest

number of police officials for the

population, at one police official

for every 300 people, while

Limpopo had the lowest number

of police officials for the

population at one police official

for every 528 people. 

In Gauteng, the province that is

often seen as the most crime

ridden, the crime rates were

highest for aggravated robbery at

526 per 100 000 people, and for

motor vehicle theft at 413 per

100 000 people.

Out of all the provinces,

Gauteng’s crime rates decreased

the most between 1994 and 2008

– especially the murder, rape, and

residential burglary rates.
— Gail Eddy
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Eastern Cape
Provincial

rankingaDEMOGRAPHICS
Size 169 952 km2 2

Share of country 13.93% 2

Share of national populationb 13.5% 3

Population density per km2 b 38.7 6

Population mid-year estimate (2008)b 6 579 300 3

Population (2008) BMR c estimate 7 414 211 3

– proportion African:     BMR (2008) 87.6% 4

ASSAd (2008) 87.4% 5

– proportion coloured:   BMR (2008) 7.0% 3

ASSA (2008) 7.8% 3

– proportion Indian:      BMR (2008) 0.3% 5

ASSA (2008) 0.3% 5

– proportion white:       BMR (2008) 5.1% 8

ASSA (2008) 4.5% 8

Population growth rate per annum (2001–2008) BMR 1.13% 1

Average annual population growth (2001–2021)e BMR 1.06% 1

ECONOMY

Contribution to national GDP 2007 7.8% 4

Gross Geographic Product (GGP)(2007) f R155.5bn 4

GGP per head (2007) R22 520 9

GGP growth rate (2007) 4.7% 3

Average real annual economic growth (1996–2007) 3.0% 6

Main sectors as a proportion of GGP (2007)(net of tax):

– Agriculture 2.0% 8

– Mining 0.2% 8

– Manufacturing 16.4% 4

– Electricity and water 1.1% 7

– Construction    1.8% 6

– Trade 11.9% 3

– Transport, storage and communication 7.3% 3

– Financial and business services 20.7% 3

– Community, social and personal services 8.9% 2

– General government services 18.4% 1

Growth in EAPg (1Q 2009 vs 1Q 2008) 0.1% 4

Unemployment rate (official) 1Q 2009 28.4% 9

Unemployment rate (wide)h 1Q 2009 37.2% 7

Average annual household income (2007) R76 651 8

Average household consumption (2005/06) R39 141 7

Labour market participation rate (1Q 2009) 46.0% 8

Proportion men jobless (1Q 2009) 26.1% 8

Proportion women jobless (1Q 2009) 30.8% 8

EDUCATION

Proportion of adultsi with no education (2007) 11.0% 4

Proportion of population aged 15+ literatej (2007) 87.1% 5

Proportion of adultsi with degree/higher (2007) 3.0% 5

Proportion of adultsi with grade 12 (2007)k 16.3% 9

Pupil-to-teacher ratio (public schools)(2008) 32 to 1 4

Pupil-to-teacher ratio (independent schools)(2008) 19 to 1 5

Matric pass rate (2008) 51% 9

University entrance pass rate (2008) 14% 7

HEALTH

Adult mortality l (2008) 60.7 6

Life expectancy at birth, projected (2010) 47.6 5

Under-five mortality ratem (2009) 86.3 8

Immunisation coverage, children <1 year old (2006) 73.2% 8

Diarrhoea incidence among children <5 years
(1998–2006) -85.4% 1

Proportion of women attending antenatal
clinics HIV+ (2007) 26.0% 4

HIV infection rates of women attending public
antenatal clinics (2000–2007) +28.7% 4

Total HIV infections (2009) 757 818 7

– new infections in 2008 81 604 7

– 2000–2010 +94.9% 7

AIDS deaths (2008) 44 942 7

– 2000–2010 +220% 8

– as a proportion of total deaths by 2010 43.2% 4

Proportion of population HIV+ (2009) 11.1% 4

TB cases reported (2007) 54 343 8

XDR-TBn deaths (up to Mar 2007) 5 4

People without medical aid (2007) 6 140 000 (88.9%) 3

Public sector doctors per 100 000 population (2008) 18 3

Enrolled public sector nurseso per 100 000 population (2008) 32 5

Ratio of population to beds in public hospitals (2005) 524 to 1 4

Ratio of population to beds in private hospitals (2008) 4 422 to 1 8

Proportion of public health professional posts vacant (2008)48.0%8
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a   Provinces are either ranked from ‘highest’ to ‘lowest’ or ‘best per-
forming’ to ‘worst performing’.

b   Mid-year population estimates, Statistics South Africa (Stats SA),
2008. 

c   The Bureau of Market Research at the University of South Africa
(Unisa).

d  Actuarial Society of South Africa, ASSA 2003 AIDS and Demo-
graphic Model, November 2005.

e   Projected average annual growth per 1 000 people.

f   Gross geographic product (GGP), that is, the provincial economy.

g   People aged 15–65. The economically active population (EAP)
includes all persons in this age range who are available for work,
whether working or unemployed.

h   The wide definition of unemployment includes discouraged work-
seekers.

i   People aged 20 years and older. 

j    People aged 15 years and older, excluding people who could only
read. Literate means read and write.

k   As highest level of qualification. People with certificates/diploma
do not necessarily have a grade 12 qualification. 

l   The probability of dying between the ages of 15 and 65 years per
1 000 people.

m   The number of children under 5 years old who die in a year per
1 000 live births.

n   XDR-TB (Extremely-Drug Resistant TB) is defined as TB that is
resistant to the two first-line TB drugs, as well as at least two of
the six second-line drugs.

o   Including nursing pupils.

p   1 square kilometre = 100 hectares

q  A government subsidy house was deemed to have been completed
or to be under construction once the foundations had been laid. 

r   Households that have fully paid off their homes, and those who have
not yet fully paid them off.

s   Includes households that rent an entire dwelling (such as a flat or a
house), a room in a dwelling, and a formal or informal backyard
structure in someone’s yard.

t   Per 100 000 people.

u   Including attempts.

v   Due to a changed definition of sexually-motivated crime resulting
from the implementation of Act 32 of 2007 on 16 December 2007,
rape and indecent assault figures are only provided for the period
April to December.

STATISTICS COMPILED BY GAIL EDDY, ASSISTED BY TAMARA DIMANT, KERWIN LEBONE, MARCO MACFARLANE, AND MARIUS ROODT

Land restitution progress in hectares (March 2008) 86 998 6

Total expenditure on land restitution (2008) R1.46bn 5

Land redistribution progress in hectares (2007) 329 946 2

Total land to be redistributed in hectares 3 244 760p 4

Households living in formal dwellings (2007) 54.7% 9

Households living in informal dwellings (2007) 8.0% 2

Households living in traditional dwellings (2007) 36.7% 1

Houses built/being built (govt subsidy)q (March 2008) 300 915 3

Households with water in dwelling, off site or on site (2007)72.8%9

Households using the bucket system and without

sanitation facility (2007) 24.2% 9

Households using electricity for lighting (2007) 65.5% 9

Households using electricity for heating (2007) 32.4% 9

Households without access to a landline (2007) 89.3% 6

Households without access to a cellphone (2007) 38.8% 9

House ownershipr 63.5% 5

House rentals 11.4% 8

Urbanisation rate (2007) 39.0% 7

— African 31.9% 8

— coloured` 79.9% 5

— Indian 98.4% 2

— white 93.1% 4

CRIME

Murder rate t (March 2008) 50.9 8

– change 2008 vs 1994 -33.7% 7

Rapeu rate t (March 2008)v 79.6 4

– change 2008 vs 1994v -16.3% 8

Aggravated robbery rate t (March 2008) 129.4 3

– change 2008 vs 1994 +22.2% 7

Stock theft rate t (March 2008) 101.3 7

– change 2008 vs 1994 -51.3% 5

Business burglary rate t (March 2008) 86.1 1

– change 2008 vs 1994 -36.1% 6

Residential burglary rate t (March 2008) 427.3 3

– change 2008 vs 1994 +1.4% 6

Motor vehicle theft rate t (March 2008) 68.5 3

– change 2008 vs 1994 -30.7% 7

People per police official (March 2009) 420 5

LIVING CONDITIONS
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Free State
Provincial

rankingaDEMOGRAPHICS
Size 129 821 km2 3

Share of country 10.64% 3

Share of national populationb 5.9% 7

Population density per km2 b 22.2 8

Population mid-year estimate (2008)b 2 877 700 8

Population (2008) BMR c estimate 2 988 494 8

– proportion African:     BMR (2008) 85.0% 5

ASSAd (2008) 87.9% 4

– proportion coloured:   BMR (2008) 2.9% 5

ASSA (2008) 3.2% 5

– proportion Indian:      BMR (2008) 0.1% 6

ASSA (2008) 0.1% 7

– proportion white:       BMR (2008) 12.0% 3

ASSA (2008) 8.7% 4

Population growth rate per annum (2001–2008) BMR 0.23% 9

Average annual population growth (2001–2021)e BMR 0.14% 9

ECONOMY

Contribution to national GDP 2007 5.4% 7

Gross Geographic Product (GGP)(2007)f R108.9bn 8

GGP per head (2007) R36 713 6

GGP growth rate (2007) 4.1% 6

Average real annual economic growth (1996–2007) 2.5% 8

Main sectors as a proportion of GGP (2007)(net of tax):

– Agriculture 4.9% 2

– Mining 11.8% 5

– Manufacturing 11.9% 5

– Electricity and water 2.6% 2

– Construction    1.5% 8

– Trade 10.2% 5

– Transport, storage and communication 6.6% 7

– Financial and business services 16.2% 6

– Community, social and personal services 9.9% 1

– General government services 13.0% 4

Growth in EAPg (1Q 2009 vs 1Q 2008) -2.7% 7

Unemployment rate (official) 1Q 2009 25.4% 5

Unemployment rate (wide)h 1Q 2009 30.7% 4

Average annual household income (2007) R85 391 5

Average household consumption (2005/06) R50 181 3

Labour market participation rate (1Q 2009) 58.5% 3

Proportion men jobless (1Q 2009) 21.7% 4

Proportion women jobless (1Q 2009) 29.8% 6

EDUCATION

Proportion of adultsi with no education (2007) 7.4% 3

Proportion of population aged 15+ literatej (2007) 90.5% 3

Proportion of adultsi with degree/higher (2007) 3.9% 3

Proportion of adultsi with grade 12 (2007)k 23.2% 4

Pupil-to-teacher ratio (public schools)(2008) 29 to 1 1

Pupil-to-teacher ratio (independent schools)(2008) 21 to 1 7

Matric pass rate (2008) 72% 4

University entrance pass rate (2008) 21% 3

HEALTH

Adult mortalityl (2008) 64.6 7

Life expectancy at birth, projected (2010) 46.5 7

Under-five mortality ratem (2009) 81.2 7

Immunisation coverage, children <1 year old (2006) 87.5% 4

Diarrhoea incidence among children <5 years
(1998–2006) -21.9% 7

Proportion of women attending antenatal
clinics HIV+ (2007) 33.5% 8

HIV infection rates of women attending public
antenatal clinics (2000–2007) +20.1% 6

Total HIV infections (2009) 395 344 3

– new infections in 2008 33 209 3

– 2000–2010 +39.4% 7

AIDS deaths (2008) 28 012 4

– 2000–2010 +150.7% 4

– as a proportion of total deaths by 2010 52.5% 5

Proportion of population HIV+ (2009) 14.2% 7

TB cases reported (2007) 24 267 4

XDR-TBn deaths (up to Mar 2007) 2 3

People without medical aid (2007) 2 486 000 (83.8%) 6

Public sector doctors per 100 000 population (2008) 23 4

Enrolled public sector nurseso per 100 000 population (2008) 16 8

Ratio of population to beds in public hospitals (2005) 594 to 1 6

Ratio of population to beds in private hospitals (2008) 1 358 to 1 3

Proportion of public health professional posts vacant (2008)50.7%9
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Provincial Profiles

a   Provinces are either ranked from ‘highest’ to ‘lowest’ or ‘best per-
forming’ to ‘worst performing’.

b   Mid-year population estimates, Statistics South Africa (Stats SA),
2008. 

c   The Bureau of Market Research at the University of South Africa
(Unisa).

d  Actuarial Society of South Africa, ASSA 2003 AIDS and Demo-
graphic Model, November 2005.

e   Projected average annual growth per 1 000 people.

f   Gross geographic product (GGP), that is, the provincial economy.

g   People aged 15–65. The economically active population (EAP)
includes all persons in this age range who are available for work,
whether working or unemployed.

h   The wide definition of unemployment includes discouraged work-
seekers.

i   People aged 20 years and older. 

j    People aged 15 years and older, excluding people who could only
read. Literate means read and write.

k   As highest level of qualification. People with certificates/diploma
do not necessarily have a grade 12 qualification. 

l   The probability of dying between the ages of 15 and 65 years per
1 000 people.

m   The number of children under 5 years old who die in a year per
1 000 live births.

n   XDR-TB (Extremely-Drug Resistant TB) is defined as TB that is
resistant to the two first-line TB drugs, as well as at least two of
the six second-line drugs.

o   Including nursing pupils.

p   1 square kilometre = 100 hectares

q  A government subsidy house was deemed to have been completed
or to be under construction once the foundations had been laid. 

r   Households that have fully paid off their homes, and those who have
not yet fully paid them off.

s   Includes households that rent an entire dwelling (such as a flat or a
house), a room in a dwelling, and a formal or informal backyard
structure in someone’s yard.

t   Per 100 000 people.

u   Including attempts.

v   Due to a changed definition of sexually-motivated crime resulting
from the implementation of Act 32 of 2007 on 16 December 2007,
rape and indecent assault figures are only provided for the period
April to December.

STATISTICS COMPILED BY GAIL EDDY, ASSISTED BY TAMARA DIMANT, KERWIN LEBONE, MARCO MACFARLANE, AND MARIUS ROODT

Land restitution progress in hectares (March 2008) 44 618 7

Total expenditure on land restitution (2008) R126m 9

Land redistribution progress in hectares (2007) 167 709 5

Total land to be redistributed in hectares 3 471 600p 2

Households living in formal dwellings (2007) 71.0% 6

Households living in informal dwellings (2007) 18.4% 7

Households living in traditional dwellings (2007) 4.6% 5

Houses built/being built (govt subsidy)q (March 2008) 173 732 8

Households with water in dwelling, off site or on site (2007)88.4%3

Households using the bucket system and without

sanitation facility (2007) 14.0% 8

Households using electricity for lighting (2007) 86.6% 3

Households using electricity for heating (2007) 54.7% 6

Households without access to a landline (2007) 86.9% 5

Households without access to a cellphone (2007) 31.7% 7

House ownershipr 59.2% 7

House rentals 18.3% 4

Urbanisation rate (2007) 78.6% 3

— African 77.5% 3

— coloured` 78.0% 6

— Indian 99.3% 1

— white 88.4% 5

CRIME

Murder rate t (March 2008) 29.7 4

– change 2008 vs 1994 -41.3% 5

Rapeu rate t (March 2008)v 88.8 7

– change 2008 vs 1994v -39.1% 4

Aggravated robbery rate t (March 2008) 152.1 4

– change 2008 vs 1994 +31.0% 8

Stock theft rate t (March 2008) 149.7 9

– change 2008 vs 1994 -47.6% 6

Business burglary rate t (March 2008) 149.3 6

– change 2008 vs 1994 -48.6% 2

Residential burglary rate t (March 2008) 530.8 6

– change 2008 vs 1994 -13.9% 4

Motor vehicle theft ratet (March 2008) 95.7 6

– change 2008 vs 1994 -37.9% 6

People per police official (March 2009) 328 3

LIVING CONDITIONS
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Gauteng
Provincial

rankingaDEMOGRAPHICS
Size 16 927 km2 9

Share of country 1.39% 9

Share of national populationb 21.5% 1

Population density per km2 b 617.2 1

Population mid-year estimate (2008)b 10 447 100 1

Population (2008) BMR c estimate 9 327 610 2

– proportion African:     BMR (2008) 73.2% 7

ASSAd (2008) 75.2% 7

– proportion coloured:   BMR (2008) 3.5% 4

ASSA (2008) 3.7% 4

– proportion Indian:      BMR (2008) 2.0% 2

ASSA (2008) 2.4% 2

– proportion white:       BMR (2008) 21.3% 2

ASSA (2008) 18.7% 1

Population growth rate per annum (2001–2008) BMR 0.77% 5

Average annual population growth (2001–2021)e BMR 0.52% 6

ECONOMY

Contribution to national GDP 2007 33.5% 1

Gross Geographic Product (GGP)(2007) f R668.9bn 1

GGP per head (2007) R69 047 1

GGP growth rate (2007) 5.7% 1

Average real annual economic growth (1996–2007) 4.0% 2

Main sectors as a proportion of GGP (2007)(net of tax):

– Agriculture 0.5% 9

– Mining 3.1% 6

– Manufacturing 19.6% 2

– Electricity and water 2.0% 5

– Construction    3.2% 2

– Trade 12.2% 2

– Transport, storage and communication 7.2% 4

– Financial and business services 22.0% 2

– Community, social and personal services 3.8% 8

– General government services 15.2% 3

Growth in EAPg (1Q 2009 vs 1Q 2008) -0.9% 5

Unemployment rate (official) 1Q 2009 21.7% 2

Unemployment rate (wide)h 1Q 2009 23.7% 2

Average annual household income (2007) R142 935 2

Average household consumption (2005/06) R77 700 2

Labour market participation rate (1Q 2009) 72.2% 1

Proportion men jobless (1Q 2009) 18.8% 2

Proportion women jobless (1Q 2009) 25.5% 3

EDUCATION

Proportion of adultsi with no education (2007) 3.7% 2

Proportion of population aged 15+ literatej (2007) 94.3% 2

Proportion of adultsi with degree/higher (2007) 6.1% 1

Proportion of adultsi with grade 12 (2007)k 28.9% 1

Pupil-to-teacher ratio (public schools)(2008) 32 to 1 4

Pupil-to-teacher ratio (independent schools)(2008) 16 to 1 4

Matric pass rate (2008) 76% 2

University entrance pass rate (2008) 31% 2

HEALTH

Adult mortalityl (2008) 54.5 4

Life expectancy at birth, projected (2010) 52.2 3

Under-five mortality ratem (2009) 54.7 4

Immunisation coverage, children <1 year old (2006) 91.8% 3

Diarrhoea incidence among children <5 years
(1998–2006) -41.2% 4

Proportion of women attending antenatal
clinics HIV+ (2007) 30.3% 6

HIV infection rates of women attending public
antenatal clinics (2000–2007) +3.1% 9

Total HIV infections (2009) 1 454 006 8

– new infections in 2008 100 502 8

– 2000–2010 +64.7% 5

AIDS deaths (2008) 90 389 8

– 2000–2010 +175% 5

– as a proportion of total deaths by 2010 55.7% 7

Proportion of population HIV+ (2009) 14.8% 8

TB cases reported (2007) 43 946 6

XDR-TBn deaths (up to Mar 2007) 2 3

People without medical aid (2007) 7 632 000 (78.8%) 7

Public sector doctors per 100 000 population (2008) 32 5

Enrolled public sector nurseso per 100 000 population (2008) 52 3

Ratio of population to beds in public hospitals (2005) 589 to 1 5

Ratio of population to beds in private hospitals (2008) 777 to 1 1

Proportion of public health professional posts vacant (2008)28.1%3
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Provincial Profiles

a   Provinces are either ranked from ‘highest’ to ‘lowest’ or ‘best per-
forming’ to ‘worst performing’.

b   Mid-year population estimates, Statistics South Africa (Stats SA),
2008. 

c   The Bureau of Market Research at the University of South Africa
(Unisa).

d  Actuarial Society of South Africa, ASSA 2003 AIDS and Demo-
graphic Model, November 2005.

e   Projected average annual growth per 1 000 people.

f   Gross geographic product (GGP), that is, the provincial economy.

g   People aged 15–65. The economically active population (EAP)
includes all persons in this age range who are available for work,
whether working or unemployed.

h   The wide definition of unemployment includes discouraged work-
seekers.

i   People aged 20 years and older. 

j    People aged 15 years and older, excluding people who could only
read. Literate means read and write.

k   As highest level of qualification. People with certificates/diploma
do not necessarily have a grade 12 qualification. 

l   The probability of dying between the ages of 15 and 65 years per
1 000 people.

m   The number of children under 5 years old who die in a year per
1 000 live births.

n   XDR-TB (Extremely-Drug Resistant TB) is defined as TB that is
resistant to the two first-line TB drugs, as well as at least two of
the six second-line drugs.

o   Including nursing pupils.

p   1 square kilometre = 100 hectares

q  A government subsidy house was deemed to have been completed
or to be under construction once the foundations had been laid. 

r   Households that have fully paid off their homes, and those who have
not yet fully paid them off.

s   Includes households that rent an entire dwelling (such as a flat or a
house), a room in a dwelling, and a formal or informal backyard
structure in someone’s yard.

t   Per 100 000 people.

u   Including attempts.

v   Due to a changed definition of sexually-motivated crime resulting
from the implementation of Act 32 of 2007 on 16 December 2007,
rape and indecent assault figures are only provided for the period
April to December.

STATISTICS COMPILED BY GAIL EDDY, ASSISTED BY TAMARA DIMANT, KERWIN LEBONE, MARCO MACFARLANE, AND MARIUS ROODT

Land restitution progress in hectares (March 2008) 9 431 8

Total expenditure on land restitution (2008) R818m 8

Land redistribution progress in hectares (2007) 12 245 9

Total land to be redistributed in hectares 248 587p 9

Households living in formal dwellings (2007) 73.5% 5

Households living in informal dwellings (2007) 22.7% 8

Households living in traditional dwellings (2007) 0.4% 9

Houses built/being built (govt subsidy)q (March 2008) 683 343 1

Households with water in dwelling, off site or on site (2007)89.3%2

Households using the bucket system and without

sanitation facility (2007) 1.3% 1

Households using electricity for lighting (2007) 83.5% 4

Households using electricity for heating (2007) 76.9% 2

Households without access to a landline (2007) 75.6% 2

Households without access to a cellphone (2007) 19.7% 1

House ownershipr 52.7% 9

House rentals 26.4% 1

Urbanisation rate (2007) 92.2% 1

— African 91.4% 2

— coloured` 98.0% 1

— Indian 98.1% 3

— white 93.2% 3

CRIME

Murder rate t (March 2008) 37.9 5

– change 2008 vs 1994 -54.4% 1

Rapeu ratet (March 2008)v 83.3 6

– change 2008 vs 1994v -49.7% 1

Aggravated robbery rate t (March 2008) 526.1 9

– change 2008 vs 1994 -3.5% 2

Stock theft rate t (March 2008) 6.3 1

– change 2008 vs 1994 -81.6% 1

Business burglary rate t (March 2008) 156.0 7

– change 2008 vs 1994 -48.6% 2

Residential burglary rate t (March 2008) 647.2 8

– change 2008 vs 1994 -40.7% 1

Motor vehicle theft rate t (March 2008) 412.5 9

– change 2008 vs 1994 -49.3% 3

People per police official (March 2009) 349 4

LIVING CONDITIONS
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KwaZulu-Natal
Provincial

rankingaDEMOGRAPHICS
Size 92 303 km2 7

Share of country 7.57% 7

Share of national populationb 20.8% 2

Population density per km2 b 109.5 2

Population mid-year estimate (2008)b 10 105 500 2

Population (2008) BMR c estimate 9 809 773 1

– proportion African:     BMR (2008) 83.1% 6

ASSAd (2008) 84.9% 6

– proportion coloured:   BMR (2008) 1.4% 7

ASSA (2008) 1.4% 7

– proportion Indian:      BMR (2008) 9.0% 1

ASSA (2008) 8.7% 1

– proportion white:       BMR (2008) 6.6% 7

ASSA (2008) 4.9% 7

Population growth rate per annum (2001–2008) BMR 0.33% 8

Average annual population growth (2001–2021)e BMR 0.25% 8

ECONOMY

Contribution to national GDP 2007 16.2% 2

Gross Geographic Product (GGP)(2007) f R324.2bn 2

GGP per head (2007) R32 373 7

GGP growth rate (2007) 5.2% 2

Average real annual economic growth (1996–2007) 3.6% 4

Main sectors as a proportion of GGP (2007)(net of tax):

– Agriculture 4.4% 4

– Mining 1.6% 7

– Manufacturing 21.5% 1

– Electricity and water 2.2% 4

– Construction    2.3% 3

– Trade 12.2% 2

– Transport, storage and communication 10.6% 1

– Financial and business services 17.0% 4

– Community, social and personal services 5.5% 5

– General government services 11.5% 5

Growth in EAPg (1Q 2009 vs 1Q 2008) -2.0% 6

Unemployment rate (official) 1Q 2009 22.6% 3

Unemployment rate (wide)h 1Q 2009 28.5% 3

Average annual household income (2007) R93 211 3

Average household consumption (2005/06) R44 612 4

Labour market participation rate (1Q 2009) 51.2% 7

Proportion men jobless (1Q 2009) 21.5% 3

Proportion women jobless (1Q 2009) 23.8% 2

EDUCATION

Proportion of adultsi with no education (2007) 11.1% 5

Proportion of population aged 15+ literatej (2007) 88.9% 4

Proportion of adultsi with degree/higher (2007) 2.8% 6

Proportion of adultsi with grade 12 (2007)k 24.3% 2

Pupil-to-teacher ratio (public schools)(2008) 33 to 1 5

Pupil-to-teacher ratio (independent schools)(2008) 14 to 1 2

Matric pass rate (2008) 57% 6

University entrance pass rate (2008) 18% 6

HEALTH

Adult mortalityl (2008) 71.5 9

Life expectancy at birth, projected (2010) 43.3 8

Under-five mortality ratem (2009) 88.4 9

Immunisation coverage, children <1 year old (2006) 83.3% 6

Diarrhoea incidence among children <5 years
(1998–2006) 11.5% 8

Proportion of women attending antenatal
clinics HIV+ (2007) 37.4% 9

HIV infection rates of women attending public
antenatal clinics (2000–2007) +3.3% 8

Total HIV infections (2009) 1 567 048 9

– new infections in 2008 132 891 9

– 2000–2010 +34.3% 1

AIDS deaths (2008) 115 483 9

– 2000–2010 +123.7% 3

– as a proportion of total deaths by 2010 57.9% 9

Proportion of population HIV+ (2009) 15.8% 9

TB cases reported (2007) 109 556 9

XDR-TBn deaths (up to Mar 2007) 221 6

People without medical aid (2007) 8 778 000 (87.7%) 4

Public sector doctors per 100 000 population (2008) 35 6

Enrolled public sector nurseso per 100 000 population (2008)111 1

Ratio of population to beds in public hospitals (2005) 405 to 1 1

Ratio of population to beds in private hospitals (2008) 2 615 to 1 5

Proportion of public health professional posts vacant (2008)33.3%4
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Provincial Profiles

a   Provinces are either ranked from ‘highest’ to ‘lowest’ or ‘best per-
forming’ to ‘worst performing’.

b   Mid-year population estimates, Statistics South Africa (Stats SA),
2008. 

c   The Bureau of Market Research at the University of South Africa
(Unisa).

d  Actuarial Society of South Africa, ASSA 2003 AIDS and Demo-
graphic Model, November 2005.

e   Projected average annual growth per 1 000 people.

f   Gross geographic product (GGP), that is, the provincial economy.

g   People aged 15–65. The economically active population (EAP)
includes all persons in this age range who are available for work,
whether working or unemployed.

h   The wide definition of unemployment includes discouraged work-
seekers.

i   People aged 20 years and older. 

j    People aged 15 years and older, excluding people who could only
read. Literate means read and write.

k   As highest level of qualification. People with certificates/diploma
do not necessarily have a grade 12 qualification. 

l   The probability of dying between the ages of 15 and 65 years per
1 000 people.

m   The number of children under 5 years old who die in a year per
1 000 live births.

n   XDR-TB (Extremely-Drug Resistant TB) is defined as TB that is
resistant to the two first-line TB drugs, as well as at least two of
the six second-line drugs.

o   Including nursing pupils.

p   1 square kilometre = 100 hectares

q  A government subsidy house was deemed to have been completed
or to be under construction once the foundations had been laid. 

r   Households that have fully paid off their homes, and those who have
not yet fully paid them off.

s   Includes households that rent an entire dwelling (such as a flat or a
house), a room in a dwelling, and a formal or informal backyard
structure in someone’s yard.

t   Per 100 000 people.

u   Including attempts.

v   Due to a changed definition of sexually-motivated crime resulting
from the implementation of Act 32 of 2007 on 16 December 2007,
rape and indecent assault figures are only provided for the period
April to December.

STATISTICS COMPILED BY GAIL EDDY, ASSISTED BY TAMARA DIMANT, KERWIN LEBONE, MARCO MACFARLANE, AND MARIUS ROODT

Land restitution progress in hectares (March 2008) 563 695 1

Total expenditure on land restitution (2008) R4.07bn 1

Land redistribution progress in hectares (2007) 182 817 3

Total land to be redistributed in hectares 1 031 821p 8

Households living in formal dwellings (2007) 60.5% 8

Households living in informal dwellings (2007) 8.6% 3

Households living in traditional dwellings (2007) 27.4% 2

Houses built/being built (govt subsidy)q (March 2008) 424 569 2

Households with water in dwelling, off site or on site (2007)62.0%7

Households using the bucket system and without

sanitation facility (2007) 6.3% 4

Households using electricity for lighting (2007) 71.5% 8

Households using electricity for heating (2007) 57.0% 5

Households without access to a landline (2007) 81.4% 4

Households without access to a cellphone (2007) 28.1% 4

House ownershipr 64.4% 4

House rentals 17.8% 5

Urbanisation rate (2007) 46.9% 5

— African 38.4% 6

— coloured` 89.0% 2

— Indian 97.3% 5

— white 95.2% 1

CRIME

Murder rate t (March 2008) 47.1 7

– change 2008 vs 1994 -50.4% 2

Rapeu rate t (March 2008)v 64.9 2

– change 2008 vs 1994v -28.2% 5

Aggravated robbery rate t (March 2008) 242.5 7

– change 2008 vs 1994 +12.7% 4

Stock theft rate t (March 2008) 76.4 5

– change 2008 vs 1994 -31.5% 9

Business burglary rate t (March 2008) 102.4 3

– change 2008 vs 1994 -49.8% 1

Residential burglary rate t (March 2008) 371.5 2

– change 2008 vs 1994 -21.2% 3

Motor vehicle theft ratet (March 2008) 121.9 7

– change 2008 vs 1994 -47.0% 4

People per police official (March 2009) 495 8

LIVING CONDITIONS
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Limpopo
Provincial

rankingaDEMOGRAPHICS
Size 122 839 km2 5

Share of country 10.07% 5

Share of national populationb 10.8% 4

Population density per km2 b 42.9 4

Population mid-year estimate (2008)b 5 274 800 4

Population (2008) BMR c estimate 5 550 045 4

– proportion African:     BMR (2008) 97.2% 1

ASSAd (2008) 97.5% 1

– proportion coloured:   BMR (2008) 0.2% 9

ASSA (2008) 0.1% 9

– proportion Indian:      BMR (2008) 0.1% 6

ASSA (2008) 0.1% 7

– proportion white:       BMR (2008) 2.5% 9

ASSA (2008) 2.2% 9

Population growth rate per annum (2001–2008) BMR 1.03% 2

Average annual population growth (2001–2021)e BMR 1.05% 2

ECONOMY

Contribution to national GDP 2007 6.9% 5

Gross Geographic Product (GGP)(2007) f R138.2bn 6

GGP per head (2007) R25 572 8

GGP growth rate (2007) 4.4% 4

Average real annual economic growth (1996–2007) 3.8% 3

Main sectors as a proportion of GGP (2007)(net of tax):

– Agriculture 3.1% 6

– Mining 24.4% 3

– Manufacturing 3.3% 7

– Electricity and water 2.4% 3

– Construction    1.7% 7

– Trade 10.0% 6

– Transport, storage and communication 6.7% 6

– Financial and business services 16.7% 5

– Community, social and personal services 4.1% 7

– General government services 16.3% 2

Growth in EAPg (1Q 2009 vs 1Q 2008) -2.9% 8

Unemployment rate (official) 1Q 2009 28.1% 8

Unemployment rate (wide )h 1Q 2009 38.4% 8

Average annual household income (2007) R75 487 9

Average household consumption (2005/06) R43 026 6

Labour market participation rate (1Q 2009) 40.7% 9

Proportion men jobless (1Q 2009) 27.7% 9

Proportion women jobless (1Q 2009) 28.6% 5

EDUCATION

Proportion of adultsi with no education (2007) 18.0% 9

Proportion of population aged 15+ literatej (2007) 83.0% 8

Proportion of adultsi with degree/higher (2007) 1.9% 8

Proportion of adultsi with grade 12 (2007)k 16.9% 8

Pupil-to-teacher ratio (public schools)(2008) 31 to 1 3

Pupil-to-teacher ratio (independent schools)(2008) 20 to 1 6

Matric pass rate (2008) 54% 7

University entrance pass rate (2008) 13% 8

HEALTH

Adult mortality l (2008) 47.7 3

Life expectancy at birth, projected (2010) 55.6 2

Under-five mortality ratem (2009) 52.8 3

Immunisation coverage, children <1 year old (2006) 83.7% 5

Diarrhoea incidence among children <5 years
(1998–2006) 19.1% 9

Proportion of women attending antenatal
clinics HIV+ (2007) 18.5% 3

HIV infection rates of women attending public
antenatal clinics (2000–2007) +40.2% 3

Total HIV infections (2009) 451 553 4

– new infections in 2008 47 467 6

– 2000–2010 +92.5% 6

AIDS deaths (2008) 26 715 3

– 2000–2010 +193% 7

– as a proportion of total deaths by 2010 42.7% 3

Proportion of population HIV+ (2009) 7.5% 2

TB cases reported (2007) 18 910 2

XDR-TBn deaths (up to Mar 2007) 1 2

People without medical aid (2007) 4 988 000 (92.3%) 1

Public sector doctors per 100 000 population (2008) 17 2

Enrolled public sector nurseso per 100 000 population (2008) 54 2

Ratio of population to beds in public hospitals (2005) 668 to 1 8

Ratio of population to beds in private hospitals (2008)11 619 to 1 9

Proportion of public health professional posts vacant (2008)42.1%7
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Provincial Profiles

a   Provinces are either ranked from ‘highest’ to ‘lowest’ or ‘best per-
forming’ to ‘worst performing’.

b   Mid-year population estimates, Statistics South Africa (Stats SA),
2008. 

c   The Bureau of Market Research at the University of South Africa
(Unisa).

d  Actuarial Society of South Africa, ASSA 2003 AIDS and Demo-
graphic Model, November 2005.

e   Projected average annual growth per 1 000 people.

f   Gross geographic product (GGP), that is, the provincial economy.

g   People aged 15–65. The economically active population (EAP)
includes all persons in this age range who are available for work,
whether working or unemployed.

h   The wide definition of unemployment includes discouraged work-
seekers.

i   People aged 20 years and older. 

j    People aged 15 years and older, excluding people who could only
read. Literate means read and write.

k   As highest level of qualification. People with certificates/diploma
do not necessarily have a grade 12 qualification. 

l   The probability of dying between the ages of 15 and 65 years per
1 000 people.

m   The number of children under 5 years old who die in a year per
1 000 live births.

n   XDR-TB (Extremely-Drug Resistant TB) is defined as TB that is
resistant to the two first-line TB drugs, as well as at least two of
the six second-line drugs.

o   Including nursing pupils.

p   1 square kilometre = 100 hectares

q  A government subsidy house was deemed to have been completed
or to be under construction once the foundations had been laid. 

r   Households that have fully paid off their homes, and those who have
not yet fully paid them off.

s   Includes households that rent an entire dwelling (such as a flat or a
house), a room in a dwelling, and a formal or informal backyard
structure in someone’s yard.

t   Per 100 000 people.

u   Including attempts.

v   Due to a changed definition of sexually-motivated crime resulting
from the implementation of Act 32 of 2007 on 16 December 2007,
rape and indecent assault figures are only provided for the period
April to December.

STATISTICS COMPILED BY GAIL EDDY, ASSISTED BY TAMARA DIMANT, KERWIN LEBONE, MARCO MACFARLANE, AND MARIUS ROODT

Land restitution progress in hectares (March 2008) 395 990 3

Total expenditure on land restitution (2008) R2.29bn 3

Land redistribution progress in hectares (2007) 50 174 8

Total land to be redistributed in hectares 2 146 132p 5

Households living in formal dwellings (2007) 83 2% 2

Households living in informal dwellings (2007) 5.6% 1

Households living in traditional dwellings (2007) 9.0% 3

Houses built/being built (govt subsidy)q (March 2008) 199 782 6

Households with water in dwelling, off site or on site (2007)41.2%8

Households using the bucket system and without

sanitation facility (2007) 10.5% 7

Households using electricity for lighting (2007) 81.0% 7

Households using electricity for heating (2007) 36.8% 8

Households without access to a landline (2007) 95.4% 9

Households without access to a cellphone (2007) 29.5% 6

House ownershipr 76.6% 1

House rentals 8.6% 9

Urbanisation rate (2007) 10.2% 9

— African 8.2% 9

— coloured` 53.7% 9

— Indian 93.4% 7

— white 83.8% 9

CRIME

Murder rate t (March 2008) 12.9 1

– change 2008 vs 1994 -41.9% 4

Rapeu rate t (March 2008)v 52.1 1

– change 2008 vs 1994v -13.2% 9

Aggravated robbery rate t (March 2008) 45.3 1

– change 2008 vs 1994 -47.3% 1

Stock theft rate t (March 2008) 24.8 3

– change 2008 vs 1994 -42.6% 8

Business burglary rate t (March 2008) 100.0 2

– change 2008 vs 1994 -8.8% 8

Residential burglary rate t (March 2008) 219.5 1

– change 2008 vs 1994 +10.7% 9

Motor vehicle theft ratet (March 2008) 22.5 1

– change 2008 vs 1994 -50.0% 2

People per police official (March 2009) 528 9

LIVING CONDITIONS
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Mpumalanga
Provincial

rankingaDEMOGRAPHICS
Size 79 512 km2 8

Share of country 6.52% 8

Share of national populationb 7.4% 5

Population density per km2 b 45.1 3

Population mid-year estimate (2008)b 3 590 000 6

Population (2008) BMR c estimate 3 662 731 6

– proportion African:     BMR (2008) 91 3% 2

ASSAd (2008) 92.5% 2

– proportion coloured:   BMR (2008) 0.6% 8

ASSA (2008) 0.7% 8

– proportion Indian:      BMR (2008) 0.4% 4

ASSA (2008) 0.4% 4

– proportion white:       BMR (2008) 7.7% 6

ASSA (2008) 6.4% 5

Population growth rate per annum (2001–2008) BMR 0.68% 7

Average annual population growth (2001–2021)e BMR 0.61% 5

ECONOMY

Contribution to national GDP 2007 6.9% 5

Gross Geographic Product (GGP)(2007) f R138.7bn 5

GGP per head (2007) R39 234 4

GGP growth rate (2007) 4.2% 5

Average real annual economic growth (1996–2007) 3.3% 5

Main sectors as a proportion of GGP (2007)(net of tax):

– Agriculture 3.9% 5

– Mining 20.5% 4

– Manufacturing 17.5% 3

– Electricity and water 4.4% 1

– Construction    2.1% 4

– Trade 9.0% 8

– Transport, storage and communication 7.0% 5

– Financial and business services 11.2% 9

– Community, social and personal services 4.6% 6

– General government services 8.7% 8

Growth in EAPg (1Q 2009 vs 1Q 2008) 6.2% 1

Unemployment rate (official) 1Q 2009 24.7% 4

Unemployment rate (wide)h 1Q 2009 30.7% 4

Average annual household income (2007) R80 727 7

Average household consumption (2005/06) R29 042 9

Labour market participation rate (1Q 2009 56.4% 4

Proportion men jobless (1Q 2009) 22.5% 5

Proportion women jobless (1Q 2009) 27.1% 4

EDUCATION

Proportion of adultsi with no education (2007) 15.4% 8

Proportion of population aged 15+ literatei (2007) 82.4% 9

Proportion of adultsi with degree/higher (2007) 1.6% 9

Proportion of adultsi with grade 12 (2007)k 21.1% 6

Pupil-to-teacher ratio (public schools)(2008) 32 to 1 4

Pupil-to-teacher ratio (independent schools)(2008) 20 to 1 6

Matric pass rate (2008) 52% 8

University entrance pass rate (2008) 13% 8

HEALTH

Adult mortality l (2008) 64.7 8

Life expectancy at birth, projected (2010) 47.2 6

Under-five mortality ratem (2009) 74.3 6

Immunisation coverage, children <1 year old (2006) 82.0% 7

Diarrhoea incidence among children <5 years
(1998–2006) -38.7% 5

Proportion of women attending antenatal
clinics HIV+ (2007) 32.0% 7

HIV infection rates of women attending public
antenatal clinics (2000–2007) +7.7% 7

Total HIV infections (2009) 459 051 5

– new infections in 2008 39 650 4

– 2000–2010 +36.4% 2

AIDS deaths (2008) 33 340 5

– 2000–2010 +105.9% 2

– as a proportion of total deaths by 2010 56.3% 8

Proportion of population HIV+ (2009) 13.5% 6

TB cases reported (2007) 19 857 3

XDR-TBn deaths (up to Mar 2007) 0 1

People without medical aid (2007) 3 100 000 (87.7%) 4

Public sector doctors per 100 000 population (2008) 18 3

Enrolled public sector nurseso per 100 000 population (2008) 38 4

Ratio of population to beds in public hospitals (2005) 639 to 1 7

Ratio of population to beds in private hospitals (2008) 3 393 to 1 7

Proportion of public health professional posts vacant (2008)37.6%6
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Provincial Profiles

a   Provinces are either ranked from ‘highest’ to ‘lowest’ or ‘best per-
forming’ to ‘worst performing’.

b   Mid-year population estimates, Statistics South Africa (Stats SA),
2008. 

c   The Bureau of Market Research at the University of South Africa
(Unisa).

d  Actuarial Society of South Africa, ASSA 2003 AIDS and Demo-
graphic Model, November 2005.

e   Projected average annual growth per 1 000 people.

f   Gross geographic product (GGP), that is, the provincial economy.

g   People aged 15–65. The economically active population (EAP)
includes all persons in this age range who are available for work,
whether working or unemployed.

h   The wide definition of unemployment includes discouraged work-
seekers.

i   People aged 20 years and older. 

j    People aged 15 years and older, excluding people who could only
read. Literate means read and write.

k   As highest level of qualification. People with certificates/diploma
do not necessarily have a grade 12 qualification. 

l   The probability of dying between the ages of 15 and 65 years per
1 000 people.

m   The number of children under 5 years old who die in a year per
1 000 live births.

n   XDR-TB (Extremely-Drug Resistant TB) is defined as TB that is
resistant to the two first-line TB drugs, as well as at least two of
the six second-line drugs.

o   Including nursing pupils.

p   1 square kilometre = 100 hectares

q  A government subsidy house was deemed to have been completed
or to be under construction once the foundations had been laid. 

r   Households that have fully paid off their homes, and those who have
not yet fully paid them off.

s   Includes households that rent an entire dwelling (such as a flat or a
house), a room in a dwelling, and a formal or informal backyard
structure in someone’s yard.

t   Per 100 000 people.

u   Including attempts.

v   Due to a changed definition of sexually-motivated crime resulting
from the implementation of Act 32 of 2007 on 16 December 2007,
rape and indecent assault figures are only provided for the period
April to December.

STATISTICS COMPILED BY GAIL EDDY, ASSISTED BY TAMARA DIMANT, KERWIN LEBONE, MARCO MACFARLANE, AND MARIUS ROODT

Land restitution progress in hectares (March 2008) 283 905 4

Total expenditure on land restitution (2008) R3.08bn 2

Land redistribution progress in hectares (2007) 132 038 6

Total land to be redistributed in hectares 1 345 896p 7

Households living in formal dwellings (2007) 77.0% 4

Households living in informal dwellings (2007) 11.7% 5

Households living in traditional dwellings (2007) 7.0% 4

Houses built/being built (govt subsidy)q (March 2008) 186 531 7

Households with water in dwelling, off site or on site (2007)73.3%6

Households using the bucket system and without

sanitation facility (2007) 5.7% 3

Households using electricity for lighting (2007) 81.7% 6

Households using electricity for heating (2007) 45.5% 7

Households without access to a landline (2007) 91.0% 7

Households without access to a cellphone (2007) 22.6% 2

House ownershipr 70.6% 2

House rentals 13.3% 7

Urbanisation rate (2007) 37.7% 8

— African 34.0% 7

— coloured` 76.0% 7

— Indian 91.9% 9

— white 87.3% 6

CRIME

Murder rate t (March 2008) 23.6 2

– change 2008 vs 1994 -37.1% 6

Rapeu rate t (March 2008)v 74.5 3

– change 2008 vs 1994v -23.0% 7

Aggravated robbery rate t (March 2008) 167.0 6

– change 2008 vs 1994 +17.4% 5

Stock theft rate t (March 2008) 83.4 6

– change 2008 vs 1994 -57.5% 3

Business burglary rate t (March 2008) 120.8 4

– change 2008 vs 1994 -44.0% 4

Residential burglary rate t (March 2008) 533.2 7

– change 2008 vs 1994 +1.7% 7

Motor vehicle theft ratet (March 2008) 83.6 4

– change 2008 vs 1994 -44.1% 5

People per police official (March 2009) 425 7

LIVING CONDITIONS
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North West
Provincial

rankingaDEMOGRAPHICS
Size 116 180 km2 6

Share of country 9.53% 6

Share of national populationb 7.0% 6

Population density per km2 b 29.5 7

Population mid-year estimate (2008)b 3 425 000 7

Population (2008) BMR c estimate 3 471 618 7

– proportion African:     BMR (2008) 90.1% 3

ASSAd (2008) 92.1% 3

– proportion coloured:   BMR (2008) 1.5% 6

ASSA (2008) 1.5% 6

– proportion Indian:      BMR (2008) 0.3% 5

ASSA (2008) 0.3% 5

– proportion white:       BMR (2008) 8.1% 5

ASSA (2008) 6.2% 6

Population growth rate per annum (2001–2008) BMR 0.80% 4

Average annual population growth (2001–2021)e BMR 0.73% 3

ECONOMY

Contribution to national GDP 2007 6.5% 6

Gross Geographic Product (GGP)(2007) f R129.9bn 7

GGP per head (2007) R38 265 5

GGP growth rate (2007) 3.7% 7

Average real annual economic growth (1996–2007) 2.6% 7

Main sectors as a proportion of GGP (2007)(net of tax):

– Agriculture 2.9% 7

– Mining 27.5% 1

– Manufacturing 6.4% 6

– Electricity and water 0.9% 8

– Construction    2.0% 5

– Trade 9.6% 7

– Transport, storage and communication 7.0% 5

– Financial and business services 13.8% 7

– Community, social and personal services 7.1% 4

– General government services 11.4% 6

Growth in EAPg (1Q 2009 vs 1Q 2008) 4.5% 2

Unemployment rate (official) 1Q 2009 26.9% 6

Unemployment rate (wide)h 1Q 2009 32.9% 6

Average annual household income (2007) R81 919 6

Average household consumption (2005/06) R43 784 5

Labour market participation rate (1Q 2009) 55.6% 5

Proportion men jobless (1Q 2009) 24.5% 7

Proportion women jobless (1Q 2009) 30.0% 7

EDUCATION

Proportion of adultsi with no education (2007) 11.7% 7

Proportion of population aged 15+ literatej (2007) 86.1% 7

Proportion of adultsi with degree/higher (2007) 3.6% 4

Proportion of adultsi with grade 12 (2007)k 21.4% 5

Pupil-to-teacher ratio (public schools)(2008) 30 to 1 2

Pupil-to-teacher ratio (independent schools)(2008) 15 to 1 3

Matric pass rate (2008) 68% 5

University entrance pass rate (2008) 19% 5

HEALTH

Adult mortality l (2008) 60.1 5

Life expectancy at birth, projected (2010) 49.3 4

Under-five mortality ratem (2009) 64.6 5

Immunisation coverage, children <1 year old (2006) 71.4% 9

Diarrhoea incidence among children <5 years
(1998–2006) -51.2% 3

Proportion of women attending antenatal
clinics HIV+ (2007) 29.0% 5

HIV infection rates of women attending public
antenatal clinics (2000–2007) +26.6% 5

Total HIV infections (2009) 501 066 6

– new infections in 2008 42 238 5

– 2000–2010 +55.5% 4

AIDS deaths (2008) 34 561 6

– 2000–2010 +77.6% 1

– as a proportion of total deaths by 2010 54.2% 6

Proportion of population HIV+ (2009) 13.1% 5

TB cases reported (2007) 24 867 5

XDR-TBn deaths (up to Mar 2007) 6 5

People without medical aid (2007) 3 027 000 (89.2%) 2

Public sector doctors per 100 000 population (2008) 14 1

Enrolled public sector nurseso per 100 000 population (2008) 22 7

Ratio of population to beds in public hospitals (2005) 789 to 1 9

Ratio of population to beds in private hospitals (2008) 1 582 to 1 4

Proportion of public health professional posts vacant (2008)11.6%1
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Provincial Profiles

a   Provinces are either ranked from ‘highest’ to ‘lowest’ or ‘best per-
forming’ to ‘worst performing’.

b   Mid-year population estimates, Statistics South Africa (Stats SA),
2008. 

c   The Bureau of Market Research at the University of South Africa
(Unisa).

d  Actuarial Society of South Africa, ASSA 2003 AIDS and Demo-
graphic Model, November 2005.

e   Projected average annual growth per 1 000 people.

f   Gross geographic product (GGP), that is, the provincial economy.

g   People aged 15–65. The economically active population (EAP)
includes all persons in this age range who are available for work,
whether working or unemployed.

h   The wide definition of unemployment includes discouraged work-
seekers.

i   People aged 20 years and older. 

j    People aged 15 years and older, excluding people who could only
read. Literate means read and write.

k   As highest level of qualification. People with certificates/diploma
do not necessarily have a grade 12 qualification. 

l   The probability of dying between the ages of 15 and 65 years per
1 000 people.

m   The number of children under 5 years old who die in a year per
1 000 live births.

n   XDR-TB (Extremely-Drug Resistant TB) is defined as TB that is
resistant to the two first-line TB drugs, as well as at least two of
the six second-line drugs.

o   Including nursing pupils.

p   1 square kilometre = 100 hectares

q  A government subsidy house was deemed to have been completed
or to be under construction once the foundations had been laid. 

r   Households that have fully paid off their homes, and those who have
not yet fully paid them off.

s   Includes households that rent an entire dwelling (such as a flat or a
house), a room in a dwelling, and a formal or informal backyard
structure in someone’s yard.

t   Per 100 000 people.

u   Including attempts.

v   Due to a changed definition of sexually-motivated crime resulting
from the implementation of Act 32 of 2007 on 16 December 2007,
rape and indecent assault figures are only provided for the period
April to December.

STATISTICS COMPILED BY GAIL EDDY, ASSISTED BY TAMARA DIMANT, KERWIN LEBONE, MARCO MACFARLANE, AND MARIUS ROODT

Land restitution progress in hectares (March 2008) 277 603 5

Total expenditure on land restitution (2008) R1.47bn 4

Land redistribution progress in hectares (2007) 168 444 4

Total land to be redistributed in hectares 2 035 680p 6

Households living in formal dwellings (2007) 66.5% 7

Households living in informal dwellings (2007) 23.8% 9

Households living in traditional dwellings (2007) 2.3% 7

Houses built/being built (govt subsidy)q (March 2008) 248 306 5

Households with water in dwelling, off site or on site (2007)65.6%5

Households using the bucket system and without

sanitation facility (2007) 7.5% 5

Households using electricity for lighting (2007) 82.3% 5

Households using electricity for heating (2007) 59.3% 4

Households without access to a landline (2007) 91.7% 8

Households without access to a cellphone (2007) 29.1% 5

House ownershipr 54.2% 8

House rentals 22.4% 3

Urbanisation rate (2007) 45% 6

— African 41.0% 5

— coloured` 66.0% 8

— Indian 96.3% 6

— white 85.9% 7

CRIME

Murder rate t (March 2008) 27.0 3

– change 2008 vs 1994 -28.2% 8

Rapeu rate t (March 2008)v 88.9 8

– change 2008 vs 1994v -27.7% 6

Aggravated robbery rate t (March 2008) 162.9 5

– change 2008 vs 1994 +11.1% 3

Stock theft rate t (March 2008) 74.5 4

– change 2008 vs 1994 -43.6% 7

Business burglary rate t (March 2008) 146.9 5

– change 2008 vs 1994 -25.4% 7

Residential burglary rate t (March 2008) 433.7 4

– change 2008 vs 1994 +10.6% 8

Motor vehicle theft ratet (March 2008) 91.8 5

– change 2008 vs 1994 -30.3% 8

People per police official (March 2009) 421 6

LIVING CONDITIONS
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Northern Cape
Provincial

rankingaDEMOGRAPHICS
Size 362 591 km2 1

Share of country 29.73% 1

Share of national populationb 2.3% 8

Population density per km2 b 3.1 9

Population mid-year estimate (2008)b 1 125 900 9

Population (2008) BMR c estimate 1 127 327 9

– proportion African:     BMR (2008) 45.6% 8

ASSAd (2008) 36.4% 8

– proportion coloured:   BMR (2008) 43.7% 2

ASSA (2008) 52.2% 2

– proportion Indian:      BMR (2008) 0.3% 5

ASSA (2008) 0.2% 6

– proportion white:       BMR (2008) 10.5% 4

ASSA (2008) 11.1% 3

Population growth rate per annum (2001–2008) BMR 0.72% 6

Average annual population growth (2001–2021)e BMR 0.43% 7

ECONOMY

Contribution to national GDP 2007 2.2% 8

Gross Geographic Product (GGP)(2007) f R44.2bn 9

GGP per head (2007) R40 072 3

GGP growth rate (2007) 3.3% 8

Average real annual economic growth (1996–2007) 2.5% 8

Main sectors as a proportion of GGP (2007)(net of tax):

– Agriculture 8.0% 1

– Mining 24.6% 2

– Manufacturing 2.7% 8

– Electricity and water 2.0% 5

– Construction    1.5% 8

– Trade 11.0% 4

– Transport, storage and communication 7.2% 4

– Financial and business services 12.9% 8

– Community, social and personal services 7.7% 3

– General government services 10.9% 7

Growth in EAPg (1Q 2009 vs 1Q 2008) -5.9% 9

Unemployment rate (official) 1Q 2009 27.4% 7

Unemployment rate (wide)h 1Q 2009 31.5% 5

Average annual household income (2007) R92 803 4

Average household consumption (2005/06) R38 389 8

Labour market participation rate (1Q 2009) 54.2% 6

Proportion men jobless (1Q 2009) 22.6% 6

Proportion women jobless (1Q 2009) 33.1% 9

EDUCATION

Proportion of adultsi with no education (2007) 11.3% 6

Proportion of population aged 15+ literatej (2007) 86.9% 6

Proportion of adultsi with degree/higher (2007) 2.2% 7

Proportion of adultsi with grade 12 (2007)k 20.1% 7

Pupil-to-teacher ratio (public schools)(2008) 30 to 1 2

Pupil-to-teacher ratio (independent schools)(2008) 15 to 1 3

Matric pass rate (2008) 73% 3

University entrance pass rate (2008) 20% 4

HEALTH

Adult mortality l (2008) 46.9 2

Life expectancy at birth, projected (2010) 55.6 2

Under-five mortality ratem (2009) 48.7 2

Immunisation coverage, children <1 year old (2006) 98% 2

Diarrhoea incidence among children <5 years
(1998–2006) -29.1% 6

Proportion of women attending antenatal
clinics HIV+ (2007) 16.1% 2

HIV infection rates of women attending public
antenatal clinics (2000–2007) +43.8% 2

Total HIV infections (2009) 69 595 1

– new infections in 2008 6 724 1

– 2000–2010 +121.7% 8

AIDS deaths (2008) 4 039 1

– 2000–2010 +180.8% 6

– as a proportion of total deaths by 2010 35.9% 2

Proportion of population HIV+ (2009) 7.7% 3

TB cases reported (2007) 9 461 1

XDR-TBn deaths (up to Mar 2007) 0 1

People without medical aid (2007) 934 000 (84.7%) 5

Public sector doctors per 100 000 population (2008) 36 7

Enrolled public sector nurseso per 100 000 population (2008) 27 6

Ratio of population to beds in public hospitals (2005) 454 to 1 2

Ratio of population to beds in private hospitals (2008) 3 361 to 1 6

Proportion of public health professional posts vacant (2008)36.3%5
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Provincial Profiles

a   Provinces are either ranked from ‘highest’ to ‘lowest’ or ‘best per-
forming’ to ‘worst performing’.

b   Mid-year population estimates, Statistics South Africa (Stats SA),
2008. 

c   The Bureau of Market Research at the University of South Africa
(Unisa).

d  Actuarial Society of South Africa, ASSA 2003 AIDS and Demo-
graphic Model, November 2005.

e   Projected average annual growth per 1 000 people.

f   Gross geographic product (GGP), that is, the provincial economy.

g   People aged 15–65. The economically active population (EAP)
includes all persons in this age range who are available for work,
whether working or unemployed.

h   The wide definition of unemployment includes discouraged work-
seekers.

i   People aged 20 years and older. 

j    People aged 15 years and older, excluding people who could only
read. Literate means read and write.

k   As highest level of qualification. People with certificates/diploma
do not necessarily have a grade 12 qualification. 

l   The probability of dying between the ages of 15 and 65 years per
1 000 people.

m   The number of children under 5 years old who die in a year per
1 000 live births.

n   XDR-TB (Extremely-Drug Resistant TB) is defined as TB that is
resistant to the two first-line TB drugs, as well as at least two of
the six second-line drugs.

o   Including nursing pupils.

p   1 square kilometre = 100 hectares

q  A government subsidy house was deemed to have been completed
or to be under construction once the foundations had been laid. 

r   Households that have fully paid off their homes, and those who have
not yet fully paid them off.

s   Includes households that rent an entire dwelling (such as a flat or a
house), a room in a dwelling, and a formal or informal backyard
structure in someone’s yard.

t   Per 100 000 people.

u   Including attempts.

v   Due to a changed definition of sexually-motivated crime resulting
from the implementation of Act 32 of 2007 on 16 December 2007,
rape and indecent assault figures are only provided for the period
April to December.

STATISTICS COMPILED BY GAIL EDDY, ASSISTED BY TAMARA DIMANT, KERWIN LEBONE, MARCO MACFARLANE, AND MARIUS ROODT

Land restitution progress in hectares (March 2008) 412 928 2

Total expenditure on land restitution (2008) R927m 7

Land redistribution progress in hectares (2007) 594 077 1

Total land to be redistributed in hectares 8 863 150p 1

Households living in formal dwellings (2007) 80.4% 3

Households living in informal dwellings (2007) 10.5% 4

Households living in traditional dwellings (2007) 4.5% 6

Houses built/being built (govt subsidy)q (March 2008) 57 831 9

Households with water in dwelling, off site or on site (2007)90.5%4

Households using the bucket system and without

sanitation facility (2007) 9.5% 6

Households using electricity for lighting (2007) 87.3% 2

Households using electricity for heating (2007) 65.9% 3

Households without access to a landline (2007) 77.6% 3

Households without access to a cellphone (2007) 38.2% 8

House ownershipr 66.6% 3

House rentals 16.0% 6

Urbanisation rate (2007) 71.5% 4

— African 57.5% 4

— coloured` 84.3% 3

— Indian 92.3% 8

— white 84.7% 8

CRIME

Murder rate t (March 2008) 38.3 6

– change 2008 vs 1994 -44.9% 3

Rapeu rate t (March 2008)v 92.5 9

– change 2008 vs 1994v -45.1% 2

Aggravated robbery rate t (March 2008) 106.4 2

– change 2008 vs 1994 +21.9% 6

Stock theft rate t (March 2008) 133.6 8

– change 2008 vs 1994 -57.2% 4

Business burglary rate t (March 2008) 177.5 8

– change 2008 vs 1994 -46.4% 3

Residential burglary rate t (March 2008) 446.7 5

– change 2008 vs 1994 -25.6% 2

Motor vehicle theft ratet (March 2008) 23.6 2

– change 2008 vs 1994 -59.0% 1

People per police official (March 2009) 203 1

LIVING CONDITIONS
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Western Cape
Provincial

rankingaDEMOGRAPHICS
Size 129 448 km2 4

Share of country 10.61% 4

Share of national populationb 10.8% 4

Population density per km2 b 40.6 5

Population mid-year estimate (2008)b 5 262 000 5

Population (2008) BMR c estimate 4 571 530 5

– proportion African:     BMR (2008) 23.8% 9

ASSAd (2008) 29.0% 9

– proportion coloured:   BMR (2008) 53.7% 1

ASSA (2008) 52.3% 1

– proportion Indian:      BMR (2008) 1.1% 3

ASSA (2008) 1.0% 3

– proportion white:       BMR (2008) 21.4% 1

ASSA (2008) 17.7% 2

Population growth rate per annum (2001–2008) BMR 0.99% 3

Average annual population growth (2001–2021)e BMR 0.62% 4

ECONOMY

Contribution to national GDP 2007 14.5% 3

Gross Geographic Product (GGP)(2007) f R290.6bn 3

GGP per head (2007) R60 043 2

GGP growth rate (2007) 5.7% 1

Average real annual economic growth (1996–2007) 4.1% 1

Main sectors as a proportion of GGP (2007)(net of tax):

– Agriculture 4.6% 3

– Mining 0.2% 8

– Manufacturing 16.4% 4

– Electricity and water 1.5% 6

– Construction    3.5% 1

– Trade 14.6% 1

– Transport, storage and communication 8.0% 2

– Financial and business services 26.9% 1

– Community, social and personal services 4.6% 6

– General government services 8.5% 9

Growth in EAPg (1Q 2009 vs 1Q 2008) 3.6% 3

Unemployment rate (official) 1Q 2009 18.4% 1

Unemployment rate (wide)h 1Q 2009 19.1% 1

Average annual household income (2007) R147 648 1

Average household consumption (2005/06) R102 977 1

Labour market participation rate (1Q 2009) 69.1% 2

Proportion men jobless (1Q 2009) 16.5% 1

Proportion women jobless (1Q 2009) 20.6% 1

EDUCATION

Proportion of adultsi with no education (2007) 2.7% 1

Proportion of population aged 15+ literatej (2007) 96.5% 1

Proportion of adultsi with degree/higher (2007) 5.0% 2

Proportion of adultsi with grade 12 (2007)k 23.5% 3

Pupil-to-teacher ratio (public schools)(2008) 30 to 1 2

Pupil-to-teacher ratio (independent schools)(2008) 11 to 1 1

Matric pass rate (2008) 78% 1

University entrance pass rate (2008) 33% 1

HEALTH

Adult mortality l (2008) 38.0 1

Life expectancy at birth, projected (2010) 60.3 1

Under-five mortality ratem (2009) 37.3 1

Immunisation coverage, children <1 year old (2006) 98.4% 1

Diarrhoea incidence among children <5 years
(1998–2006) -52.7% 2

Proportion of women attending antenatal
clinics HIV+ (2007) 12.6% 1

HIV infection rates of women attending public
antenatal clinics (2000–2007) +44.8% 1

Total HIV infections (2009) 309 102 2

– new infections in 2008 26 264 2

– 2000–2010 +157.8% 9

AIDS deaths (2008) 14 794 2

– 2000–2010 +328.4% 9

– as a proportion of total deaths by 2010 28.5% 1

Proportion of population HIV+ (2009) 6.0% 1

TB cases reported (2007) 48 672 7

XDR-TBn deaths (up to Mar 2007) 0 1

People without medical aid (2007) 3 732 000 (77.1%) 5

Public sector doctors per 100 000 population (2008) 38 8

Enrolled public sector nurseso per 100 000 population (2008) 54 2

Ratio of population to beds in public hospitals (2005) 464 to 1 3

Ratio of population to beds in private hospitals (2008) 1 302 to 1 2

Proportion of public health professional posts vacant (2008)23.3%2
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Provincial Profiles

a   Provinces are either ranked from ‘highest’ to ‘lowest’ or ‘best per-
forming’ to ‘worst performing’.

b   Mid-year population estimates, Statistics South Africa (Stats SA),
2008. 

c   The Bureau of Market Research at the University of South Africa
(Unisa).

d  Actuarial Society of South Africa, ASSA 2003 AIDS and Demo-
graphic Model, November 2005.

e   Projected average annual growth per 1 000 people.

f   Gross geographic product (GGP), that is, the provincial economy.

g   People aged 15–65. The economically active population (EAP)
includes all persons in this age range who are available for work,
whether working or unemployed.

h   The wide definition of unemployment includes discouraged work-
seekers.

i   People aged 20 years and older. 

j    People aged 15 years and older, excluding people who could only
read. Literate means read and write.

k   As highest level of qualification. People with certificates/diploma
do not necessarily have a grade 12 qualification. 

l   The probability of dying between the ages of 15 and 65 years per
1 000 people.

m   The number of children under 5 years old who die in a year per
1 000 live births.

n   XDR-TB (Extremely-Drug Resistant TB) is defined as TB that is
resistant to the two first-line TB drugs, as well as at least two of
the six second-line drugs.

o   Including nursing pupils.

p   1 square kilometre = 100 hectares

q  A government subsidy house was deemed to have been completed
or to be under construction once the foundations had been laid. 

r   Households that have fully paid off their homes, and those who have
not yet fully paid them off.

s   Includes households that rent an entire dwelling (such as a flat or a
house), a room in a dwelling, and a formal or informal backyard
structure in someone’s yard.

t   Per 100 000 people.

u   Including attempts.

v   Due to a changed definition of sexually-motivated crime resulting
from the implementation of Act 32 of 2007 on 16 December 2007,
rape and indecent assault figures are only provided for the period
April to December.

STATISTICS COMPILED BY GAIL EDDY, ASSISTED BY TAMARA DIMANT, KERWIN LEBONE, MARCO MACFARLANE, AND MARIUS ROODT

Land restitution progress in hectares (March 2008) 3 217 9

Total expenditure on land restitution (2008) R1.09bn 6

Land redistribution progress in hectares (2007) 116 018 7

Total land to be redistributed in hectares 3 468 183p 3

Households living in formal dwellings (2007) 83.4% 1

Households living in informal dwellings (2007) 14.2% 6

Households living in traditional dwellings (2007) 0.8% 8

Houses built/being built (govt subsidy)q (March 2008) 293 053 4

Households with water in dwelling, off site or on site (2007)91.4%1

Households using the bucket system and without

sanitation facility (2007) 4.1% 2

Households using electricity for lighting (2007) 94.0% 1

Households using electricity for heating (2007) 80.1% 1

Households without access to a landline (2007) 58.0% 1

Households without access to a cellphone (2007) 25.5% 3

House ownershipr 61.0% 6

House rentals 23.0% 2

Urbanisation rate (2007) 88.7% 2

— African 94.5% 1

— coloured` 83.1% 4

— Indian 97.5% 4

— white 94.3% 2

CRIME

Murder rate t (March 2008) 58.6 9

– change 2008 vs 1994 -18.0% 9

Rapeu rate t (March 2008)v 82.6 5

– change 2008 vs 1994v -44.4% 3

Aggravated robbery rate t (March 2008) 300.7 8

– change 2008 vs 1994 +77.5% 9

Stock theft rate t (March 2008) 16.4 2

– change 2008 vs 1994 -69.9% 2

Business burglary rate t (March 2008) 219.8 9

– change 2008 vs 1994 -41.7% 5

Residential burglary rate t (March 2008) 875.6 9

– change 2008 vs 1994 -3.6% 5

Motor vehicle theft ratet (March 2008) 267.7 8

– change 2008 vs 1994 +9.5% 9

People per police official (March 2009) 300 2

LIVING CONDITIONS
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South Africa
DEMOGRAPHICS
Size 1 219 912 km2

Share of country 100.0%

Share of national populationb 100.0%

Population density per km2 b 39.9

Population mid-year estimate (2008)b 48 687 000

Population (2008) BMR c estimate 47 923 339

– proportion African:     BMR (2008) 78.2%

ASSAd (2008) 79.3%

– proportion coloured:   BMR (2008) 8.6%

ASSA (2008) 9.0%

– proportion Indian:      BMR (2008) 2.5%

ASSA (2008) 2.5%

– proportion white:       BMR (2008) 10.8%

ASSA (2008) 9.3%

Population growth rate per annum (2001–2008) BMR 0.74%

Average annual population growth (2001–2021)e BMR 0.60%

ECONOMY

Gross Domestic Product (GDP)(2008) f R2 283.8bn

GDP per head (2008) R46 507

GDP growth rate (2008) 3.1%

Main sectors as a proportion of GDP (2008)(net of tax):

– Agriculture 3.3%

– Mining 9.5%

– Manufacturing 18.8%

– Electricity and water 2.3%

– Construction    3.1%

– Trade 12.7%

– Transport, storage and communication 8.1%

– Financial and business services 21.7%

– Community, social and personal services 5.7%

– General government services 14.8%

Growth in EAPg (1Q 2009 vs 1Q 2008) 2.8%

Unemployment rate (official) 1Q 2009 23.5%

Unemployment rate (wide)h 1Q 2009 28.4%

Average annual household income (2007) R105 543

Average household consumption R56 152

Labour market participation rate (1Q 2009) 57.3%

Proportion men jobless (1Q 2009) 18.9%

Proportion women jobless (1Q 2009) 25.3%

EDUCATION

Proportion of adultsi with no education (2007) 9.2%

Proportion of population aged 15+ literatej (2007) 89.5%

Proportion of adultsi with degree/higher (2007) 3.8%

Proportion of adultsi with grade 12 (2007)k 22.9%

Pupil-to-teacher ratio (public schools)(2008) 31 to 1

Pupil-to-teacher ratio (independent schools)(2008) 16 to 1

Matric pass rate (2008) 63%

University entrance pass rate (2008) 20%

HEALTH

Adult mortality l (2008) 57.1

Life expectancy at birth, projected (2010) 50.4

Under-five mortality ratem (2009) 67.7 

Immunisation coverage, children <1 year old (2006) 84.0%

Diarrhoea incidence among children <5 years

(1998–2006) -25.0%

Proportion of women attending antenatal

clinics HIV+ (2007) 28.0%

HIV infection rates of women attending public

antenatal clinics (2000–2007) +14.3%

Total HIV infections (2009) 5 728 713

– new infections in 2008 505 046

– 2000–2010 +63.31%

AIDS deaths (2008) 374 655

– 2000–2010 +62.5%

– as a proportion of total deaths by 2010 47.4%

Proportion of population HIV+ (2009) 11.7%

TB cases reported (2007) 353 879

XDR-TBn deaths (up to Mar 2007) 237

People without medical aid (2007) 40 817 000 (85.3%)

Public sector doctors per 100 000 population (2008) 26

Enrolled public sector nurseso per 100 000 population (2008) 55

Ratio of population to beds in public hospitals (2005) 534 to 1

Ratio of population to beds in private hospitals (2008) 1 680 to 1

Proportion of public health professional posts vacant (2008)35.7%
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a   Provinces are either ranked from ‘highest’ to ‘lowest’ or ‘best per-
forming’ to ‘worst performing’.

b   Mid-year population estimates, Statistics South Africa (Stats SA),
2008. 

c   The Bureau of Market Research at the University of South Africa
(Unisa).

d  Actuarial Society of South Africa, ASSA 2003 AIDS and Demo-
graphic Model, November 2005.

e   Projected average annual growth per 1 000 people.

f   Gross geographic product (GGP), that is, the provincial economy.

g   People aged 15–65. The economically active population (EAP)
includes all persons in this age range who are available for work,
whether working or unemployed.

h   The wide definition of unemployment includes discouraged work-
seekers.

i   People aged 20 years and older. 

j    People aged 15 years and older, excluding people who could only
read. Literate means read and write.

k   As highest level of qualification. People with certificates/diploma
do not necessarily have a grade 12 qualification. 

l   The probability of dying between the ages of 15 and 65 years per
1 000 people.

m   The number of children under 5 years old who die in a year per
1 000 live births.

n   XDR-TB (Extremely-Drug Resistant TB) is defined as TB that is
resistant to the two first-line TB drugs, as well as at least two of
the six second-line drugs.

o   Including nursing pupils.

p   1 square kilometre = 100 hectares

q  A government subsidy house was deemed to have been completed
or to be under construction once the foundations had been laid. 

r   Households that have fully paid off their homes, and those who have
not yet fully paid them off.

s   Includes households that rent an entire dwelling (such as a flat or a
house), a room in a dwelling, and a formal or informal backyard
structure in someone’s yard.

t   Per 100 000 people.

u   Including attempts.

v   Due to a changed definition of sexually-motivated crime resulting
from the implementation of Act 32 of 2007 on 16 December 2007,
rape and indecent assault figures are only provided for the period
April to December.

STATISTICS COMPILED BY GAIL EDDY, ASSISTED BY TAMARA DIMANT, KERWIN LEBONE, MARCO MACFARLANE, AND MARIUS ROODT

Land restitution progress in hectares (March 2008) 2 078 385

Total expenditure on land restitution (2008) R15.33bn

Land redistribution progress in hectares (2007) 1 753 468

Total land to be redistributed in hectares 25 855 809p

Households living in formal dwellings (2007) 70.6%

Households living in informal dwellings (2007) 14.4%

Households living in traditional dwellings (2007) 11.7%

Houses built/being built (govt subsidy)q (March 2008) 2 568 062

Households with water in dwelling, off site or on site (2007)70.9%

Households using the bucket system and without

sanitation facility (2007) 8.3%

Households using electricity for lighting (2007) 80.0%

Households using electricity for heating (2007) 58.8%

Households without access to a landline (2007) 81.5%

Households without access to a cellphone (2007) 27.3% 

House ownershipr 38.4%

House rentals 18.8%

Urbanisation rate (2007) 57.2%

— African 48.6%

— coloured` 83.9%

— Indian 97.4%

— white 92.2%

CRIME

Murder rate t (March 2008) 38.6

– change 2008 vs 1994 -42.3%

Rapeu rate t (March 2008)v 75.6

– change 2008 vs 1994v -34.4%

Aggravated robbery rate t (March 2008) 247.3

– change 2008 vs 1994 +13.2%

Stock theft rate t (March 2008) 60.1

– change 2008 vs 1994 -50.7%

Business burglary rate t (March 2008) 131.7

– change 2008 vs 1994 -41.6%

Residential burglary rate t (March 2008) 497.7

– change 2008 vs 1994 -16.6%

Motor vehicle theft ratet (March 2008) 167.7

– change 2008 vs 1994 -38.5%

People per police official (March 2009) 349

LIVING CONDITIONS
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PROPERTY PAGE

a   South African Property Owners’ Association                                b   Rode and Associates

While the Institute makes all reasonable efforts to publish accurate information and bona fide expressions of opinion, it does not give any
warranties as to the accuracy and completeness of the information provided. The use of such information by any party shall be entirely at such
party’s own risk and the Institute accepts no liability arising out of such use. Members of the media may report information contained in this
publication, provided the Institute is acknowledged. No part of it may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in any form or
by any means, electrical, mechanical, photocopy, recording or otherwise, without the prior permission of the publisher.

House Price Index (nominal) Apr down 2.7% compared to Apr 2008 Absa

House Price Index (real) Mar down 9.9% compared to Mar 2008 Absa

Mortgage advances Apr up 10.5% compared to Apr 2008 SARB

House price trends (nominal) (average) 1Q 2009

Affordable houses (40–79m2 priced at under R400 000) up 4.5% compared to 1Q 2008 Absa

Small houses (80–140m2/R676 595) (average price) down 0.5% Absa

Medium houses (141–220m2/R935 647) down 1.6% Absa

Large houses (221–400m2/R1 358 588) down 2.5% Absa

All houses (80–400m2/R962 027) down 0.3% Absa

Luxury housing (costing more than R2.9m) up 4.5% Absa

Greater Johannesburg (80–400m2/R1 037 096) down 2.6% Absa

Cape Town metro (80–400m2/R1 063 179) down 4.2% Absa

Durban metro (80–400m2/R849 226) down 12.7% Absa

PE/Uitenhage metro (80–400m2/R800 963) down 11.0% Absa

Cost of building a new house (average) up 5.6% Absa

CBD office vacancy rate 1Q 2009

Johannesburg 8.3% nine months before:   9.9% SAPOAa

Sandton 6.6% 4.6% SAPOA

Cape Town 5.4% 5.0% SAPOA

Durban 14.7% 15.1% SAPOA

Pretoria 3.7% 2.5% SAPOA

CBD office rental rate (A-grade) R/m2 1Q 2009

Johannesburg up 24.0% compared to 1Q 2008 R&Ab

Sandton down 1.0% R&A

Cape Town down 14.0% R&A

Durban up 20.0% R&A

Pretoria up 4.4% R&A

Industrial rental rates R/m2 for 1 000m2 1Q 2009

Central Wits up 8.6% compared to 1Q 2008 R&A

Durban up 7.1% R&A

Cape Peninsula up 7.5% R&A

Port Elizabeth up 6.4% R&A

Shopping centre rental index 2008

Regional up 8.0% compared to 2007             R&A
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SOCIO-ECONOMIC AND LABOUR INDICATORS

Total population (mid 2008 estimates) (average) 48.69m 2007: 47.85m Stats SA

GDP per head 2008 R46 507 current prices SARB

Real growth in GDP per head 2008 1.9% 2007: 3.8% SARB

Household saving to disposable income 2008 -0.4% 2007: -0.6% SARB

Household debt to disposable income 2008 76.7% 2007: 76.9% SARB

Average wage settlements (this year to Mar)a 10.2% Jan-Mar 2008: 7.8% Andrew Levy

Number of strike mandays lost (this year to Mar) 52 612 Jan-Mar 2008: 20 100 Andrew Levy

Unemployment rate 1Q 2009 (strict definition)b 23.5% 1Q 2008: 23.5% Number: 4.2 million

Unemployment rate 1Q 2009 (wide definition)b 28.4% 1Q 2008: 28.3% Number: 5.4 million

Increase in total employmentb 13 000 1Q 2009 vs 1Q 2008 Stats SA/QLFS

Employees in enterprises registered for income taxc up 1.2% Dec 2008 vs Dec 2007 Stats SA/QES

Number of such employeesc up 103 000 to 8 513 000 Stats SA/QES

Nominal wages per worker 3Q 2008c up 13.5% compared to 3Q 2007 SARB

Real wages per worker 3Q 2008c down 0.2% compared to 3Q 2007 SARB

Labour productivity 3Q 2008c up 0.8% compared to 3Q 2007 SARB

Nominal unit labour costs 3Q 2008c up 12.5% compared to 3Q 2007 SARB

Average monthly earnings Nov 2008c R9 509 Nov 2007: R8 752 Stats SA/QES

Houses built smaller than 81m2 (this year to Mar) down 0.2% on same period last year Stats SA

Houses built/being built (government subsidy)d 2 568 062 Apr 1994–Mar 2008 up 10.7% from Apr 2007

Government housing delivery (Apr 2007–Mar 2008)d 248 850 down 8.2% on same period previous year

BUSINESS INDICATORS

Use of manufacturing production capacity (Feb) 78.6% Feb 2008: 84.8% Stats SA

Manufacturing production (volume) (this year to Mar) down 13.3% on same period last year Stats SA

Total vehicles sold (this year to May): 157 141 down 35.8% on same period last year NAAMSA

Vehicles exported (this year to May): 68 707 down 31.9% on same period last year NAAMSA

Tractors sold (this year to Apr): 2 061 down 18.5% on same period last year SAAMA

Electricity consumed (this year to Mar) down 7.2% on same period last year Stats SA

Total building plans passed (value) (this year to Mar) down 39.9% on same period last year Stats SA

Total buildings completed (value) (this year to Mar) up 5.5% on same period last year Stats SA

All building costs (average) 1Q 2009 down 0.7% on same period last year BER

Mining production (volume) (this year to Mar) down 9.4% on same period last year Stats SA

Cement sales (tonnes) (this year to Apr) down 11.2% on same period last year CCI

Retail sales (value) (this year to Mar) down 2.9% on same period last year Stats SA

Current adspend (this year to Feb): R3.1bn down 2.4% on same period last year A C Nielsen

Number of liquidations (this year to Apr): 1 357 up 45.3% on same period last year Stats SA

Judgements for debt (this year to Mar): 173 263 up 10.9% on same period last year Stats SA

Tourism accommodation occupancy rate (Mar) 51.6% Mar 2008: 56.1% Stats SA

Arrival foreign travellers (Jan): 920 338 up 5.8% on same period last year Stats SA

a  Excluding farms and homes      b  Stats SA. All sectors. Quarterly Labour Force Survey      c  Non Agricultural formal sector. Quarterly Employment Statistics     d  Housing Dept.
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CONFIDENCE COUNT

RMB/BER business confidence index 1Q 2009 down 6 points to 27 since 4Q 2008 (scale 0–100)

BER/DTI manufacturing confidence index 1Q 2009 down 15 points to 16 since 4Q 2008 (scale 0–100)

BER building contractors confidence index 1Q 2009 down 9 points to 33 since 4Q 2008 (scale 0–100)

FNB/BER consumer confidence index 1Q 2009 up 5 points to 1 since 4Q 2008 (scale minus 100–100)

— black consumer confidence index 1Q 2009 up 9 points to 9 since 4Q 2008 (scale minus 100–100)

— white consumer confidence index 1Q 2009 down 6 points to -15 since 4Q 2008 (scale minus 100–100)

— high-income household confidence index 1Q 2009 up 6 points to 3 since 4Q 2008 (scale minus 100–100)

— low-income household confidence index 1Q 2009 up 8 points to -1 since 4Q 2008 (scale minus 100–100)

Kagiso purchasing managers index (PMI) (May) up 1.7 points to 37.3 since Apr (2000 = 100)  BER

Sacci business confidence index (Apr) up 3.0 points to 81.9 since Mar (2005 = 100)  Sacci

Vehicle sales confidence indicator 2Q 2009 down 0.2 points to 4.2 since 1Q 2009 (scale 1–10)  WesBank

Agricultural business confidence index 1Q 2009 down 34.01 points to 78.06 from 1Q 2008 (2001=100)  ABC/IDC

INVESTMENT INDEX

Real gross fixed capital formation (GFCF) 2008 R284.80bn up 10.2% compared to 2007

GFCF ÷ GDP 2008 (annualised, adjusted) 23.2% 2007: 21.1%                      (Target: 25%)

Gross domestic saving ÷ GDP 2008 15.4% 2007: 14.6%

Real GFCF by public authorities up 9.7% 2008 vs 2007

by public corporations up 30.5%

by private business up 6.5%

Real GFCF in mining and quarrying up 3.8%

in manufacturing up 9.9%

in electricity, gas and water up 42.6%

in transport and communication up 17.4%

in finance etc down 3.2%

in community, social and personal services up 7.9%

Real GFCF in residential buildings down 5.7%

in non-residential buildings up 12.4%

in construction works up 24.2%

in transport equipment down 1.6%

in machinery and equipment up 13.3%

Foreign investment into SA 2008

direct (FDI) R74.34bn 2007: R40.12bn

portfolio -R68.19bn R97.49bn

other R53.89bn R58.71bn

SA investment abroad 2008

direct R29.16bn -R20.90bn

portfolio -R63.33bn -R24.03bn

other R77.83bn R2.12bn

Balance on financial account 2008 R103.70bn R153.51bn
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ECONOMIC BAROMETER

GDP 1Q 2009 (basic prices) R574.84bn

GDP growth at market prices (1Q annualised, adjusted) -6.4% 1Q 2008:1.7%;      4Q 2008: -1.8%

GDP growth at market prices (1Q 2009 vs 1Q 2008) -1.3% 1Q 2008:3.9%;      4Q 2008: 1.0%

Agriculture (2.2% of GDP) -7.1%1 -2.9%2 Trade etc (12.8%) 2.6%1 2.5%2

Mining (8.6%) -9.3% -32.8% Transport and communication (7.9%) 2.1% 1.8%

Manufacturing (18.3%) -10.8% -22.1% Finance etc (22.5%) 2.0% 2.3%

Electricity and water (2.3%) -3.9% -7.9% Community services (5.9%) 4.3% 3.1%

Construction (3.6%) 12.3% 9.4% Government (16.0%) 4.1% 4.1%

Exports (this year to Apr) R171.96bn down 10.6% on same period in 2008

Imports (this year to Apr) R192.43bn down 14.4% on same period in 2008

Trade balance (this year to Apr) -R20.46bn Jan-Apr 2008: -R32.31bn

Gold and forex reserves (Mar) R323.55bn Mar 2008: R278.29bn

Reserves/imports (Mar) 6.2 to 1 Mar 2008:  5.0 to 1

Current account deficit 2008 R169.15bn 2007: R147.08bn

— as proportion of GDP 7.4% 2007: 7.3%

Capital account surplus 2008 R195.22bn 2007: R193.89bn

Gold price per ounce (average)(May) $884.91 May 2008: $890.40

Crude oil price (dated brent/barrel) 2/6/09 $66.49 year ago: $126 (Decrease: 47.2%)

Petrol (premium pump price per litre Gauteng) 3/6/09 R 7.52 year ago: R9.96 (Decrease: 24.5%)

Prime overdraft rate (average) 3/6/09 11.0% year ago: 15.0%

Real prime overdraft rate (average) (Apr) 4.28% year ago: 5.03% (based on headline inflation)

Repo rate (average) 3/6/09 7.5% year ago: 11.5%

€/R 0.0882 £/R 0.0760 $/R 0.1250 ¥/R 12.05 €/$ 0.7051 ¥/$ 96.40 at 2/6/09

R/€ 11.343 R/£ 13.153 R/$ 7.998 R/¥ 0.0830 $/€ 1.4182 $/¥ 0.0104 at 2/6/09

Appreciation of rand against euro last 12 months 4.09% (Lowest: R/€ 14.65 Highest: R/€ 1.80)

Depreciation of rand against dollar last 12 months 5.37% (Lowest: R/$ 13.00 Highest: R/$ 0.67)

Appreciation of rand against basket last 12 months 2.07%

INFLATION INDEX
Headline inflation rate (Apr 2009 vs Apr 2008) 8.4% Mar 2009 vs Mar 2008 8.5%

— Housing and utilities (22.56%)3 8.1% 8.1%

— Transport (18.80%)* 0.9% 0.9%

— Food and non-alcoholic beverages (15.68%)* 13.7% 14.7%

— Insurance and other services (13.56%)* 11.6% 11.9%

— Household contents and services (5.86%)* 6.8% 7.3%

— Alcohol and tobacco (5.58%)* 10.9% 10.7%

— Recreation and culture (4.19%)* 14.9% 15.0%

— Clothing and footwear  (4.11%)* 5.1% 4.9%

— Communication (3.22%)* 1.0% 0.7%

— Restaurants and hotels (2.78%)* 13.5% 13.5%

— Education (2.19)* 10.5% 10.5%

— Health (1.47%)* 12.2% 11.5%

Rise in administered (non-market) prices 1.7% 2.8%

Producer price rise (PPI) 2.9% Apr 2008 vs Apr 2007 12.4%

Imported producer inflation -14.7% 21.2%

1 1Q 2009 vs 1Q 2008 2 1Q annualised adjusted 3 Weight
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These forecasts contain the highest and lowest estimates available to us.

Our Fast stats pages are compiled by Tamara Dimant, Head of Information, phone (011) 492-0600 x 2016,

fax (011) 492-0588, e-mail TDimant@sairr.org.za

LATEST FORECASTS

GDP growth 2009 -0.6% Reuters Econometer: revised downwards from -0.3%

-2.0% Nedcor: revised downwards from -0.5%

GDP growth 2010 3.0% FNB: revised upwards from 2.5%

1.7% Nedcor: revised downwards from 2.5%

Headline inflation rate (CPI) 2010 (average) 6.1% Nedcor: revised upwards from 5.5%

5.0% FNB: no change

Expected CPI (business) 2010 (average) 8.6% BER: revised upwards from 8.4%

(trade unions) 10.1% BER: revised upwards from 8.4%

Producer price inflation 2010 (average) 6.6% BER: revised downwards from 6.8%

6.2% Reuters Econometer: revised upwards from 6%

Imported producer inflation 2010 (average) 4.2% Absa: revised upwards from 3.9%

Gross fixed capital formation 2010 up 3.0% Barnard Jacobs Mellet: no change; FNB

down 1.0% Nedcor: revised downwards from 0.1%

Final consumption expenditure by households 2010 up 2.4% BER: revised downwards from 3.5%

up 2.1% Nedcor: revised downwards from 2.8%

Government consumption expenditure 2010 up 5.0% FNB: revised upwards from 4.8%

up 4.0% Barnard Jacobs Mellet: no change

Gross domestic expenditure 2010 up 3.0% BER: revised downwards from 5%

up 2.4% Nedcor: revised downwards from 3%

Exports 2010 up 2.9% BER: revised upwards from 2.7%

down 0.4% Barnard Jacobs Mellet: no change

Imports 2010 up 4.7% BER: revised downwards from 7%

up 3.0% FNB: revised upwards from 0.3%; Nedcor

Current account deficit 2010 R151.0bn Nedcor: revised upwards from R149.4bn

R150.8bn BER: revised downwards from R177.5bn

— as proportion of GDP 2010 5.9% Nedcor: revised upwards from 5.7%

5.5% Barnard Jacobs Mellet: no change

Capital account surplus 2010 R210.0bn Nedcor: no change

Prime overdraft rate 2010 (year end) 10.5% BER: revised downwards from 12%; Nedcor

7.5% Reuters Econometer: no change

R/€ exchange rate 2010 (average) 12.69 Nedcor: revised from 12.26

11.77 Barnard Jacobs Mellet: no change

R/$ exchange rate 2010 (average) 8.96 Nedcor: revised from 9.04

8.00 FNB: no change

Gold price per ounce 2010 (average) $993 Nedcor: revised upwards from $906

$850 BER: no change

Nominal wage rise 2010 6.3% BER: revised downwards from 7.7%
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